ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER

APRIL 2011  

School closes for the Easter break this Friday, 15th April, bringing to an end an extremely eventful 
Spring term and our preparations for Easter.  During this period we have also had two administrative 
audits / inspections – Health and Safety arrangements and Financial Procedures - and the results of 
both of these have been excellent. I have recently been informed by Ofsted that our next inspection 
is to be delayed due to the high standards that have been sustained since the last inspection in 
June 2008 when our school was graded as “good with outstanding features”. The inspection will 
now take place in the summer term, 2012. The full explanation is included with this newsletter. 
Please note that we return to school on Wednesday, 27th April with the first two weeks of the 
new term severely, but unavoidably, disrupted by Bank Holidays and Inset / Polling days.
1.  
APPROVAL FOR BUILDING EXTENSION 

I am absolutely delighted that our recent bid for funding to carry out an extension to our building at the front of school has been successful.  The project, costing in excess of £200,000 will start during the summer holidays carrying on into the Autumn term. The result will be a larger, more appropriately safeguarded entrance and administrative areas, including a Headteacher’s office much more in keeping with the current and future needs of the school – but will also mean the front area of school will once again resemble a building site!.  
2.       PREPARATIONS FOR EASTER
(i)
Our parish Deacon, David Barber, led the Ash Wednesday liturgy for KS2 pupils and parishioners in church, Wednesday, 9th March, to signal the start of lent and our preparations for Easter.
(ii)
Thanks to those who remembered to take part in our collection for CAFOD, Friday, 1st April, and make a small sacrifice doing without a snack for the morning break.  This followed an assembly by Mr Griffiths.  A total of £32 was raised.
(iii)
I am very grateful to the Diocesan Youth “In Reality” team, led by Mrs Judi Shimell, working with each class this week in preparation for the great feast of Easter. I hope that parents / parishioners join us in the school hall on Friday at 2.30pm for our special liturgy which will feature elements of all this week’s work.  
3. 
THIS HALF TERM ......

(i)
The Y4 pupils in Class 4 have been taking part in an arts project led by Mr Paul Slater 
The children have created designs that will be used for the enormous window front of the new 
Hoyland LIFT centre. 
(ii)
The Y4 pupils in Class 3 have begun a science / media project based on gardening in 

playground areas. 

(iii)
Mr Tony Dodsworth, retired Head of Humanities at St Pius, continues to support the teaching 
of Geography on our school, working alongside Mrs Whitmore in Class 4 in a study of the Water 

Cycle and spending two days with the class in Robin Hoods Bay.

(iv)
Class 4 visited Ewden reservoir and the Education Centre on Thursday, 24th March.  The 
children were given a guided tour of the water treatment works which uses some of the most 
advanced technology in the country.  

(v)
Class 4 had a wonderful time in Robin Hoods Bay last week when the weather was 

absolutely perfect – again!  I am, as ever, very grateful indeed to the staff who accompanied the 
children – Mr Peter Arnold and Mrs Nikki Bywater - looking after the children and ensuring their 
safety and well – being. The children were an absolute credit to the school and their families with 
their excellent behaviour commented on by all our guides.

(vi)
This Thursday, 14th April, Classes 3 and 5 leave at 8.30pm for a trip to York. Class 3 will visit 
the Jorvik Museum and Class 5 the famous Yorkshire Museum as part of their respective studies of 
the Vikings / Tudors in History.  Both classes will also visit The Shambles, Saint Margaret 
Clitherow’s house and York Minster before returning for 5.30pm.

4.
PE AND SPORTS

(i)
Class 5 pupils have taken part in this term’s programme of swimming lessons with some children from Class 4 being taught in the learners’ pool.  It will be the turn of Class 4 after the Easter break, beginning on Friday 13th May.  

(ii) Ten pupils won through to the finals of an indoor golf tournament at St Pius Catholic High School, Tuesday, 8th March.  They followed this up by winning at The Waterside course, Wath, and will play the next round in Barlby, Doncaster, next month.
 (iii)
Children in Class 2 took part in an athletics day at the EIS, Friday, 11th March, and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  
(iv)
Miss Andrea Dobson, School Sports Partnership, has been coaching Classes 4 and 5 in rugby skills this half term preparing for a tournament in May.

(v)
Fourteen Y3 / 4 pupils enjoyed taking part in a basketball tournament at St Pius, Thursday, 24th March, with our school providing two teams.

5.
MUSIC, THEATRE AND DANCE
(i)      The children enjoyed an exciting performance of JRR Tolkien’s “The Hobbit” by M & M Productions, Thursday, 24th March.  It is worth noting that all the productions we have during the year are paid for from PFA funds and I am very grateful to the support for our fundraising activities, like the monthly discos, that make this possible.
(ii)
Class 5 pupils attended “The Little Shop of Horrors” by Y10 pupils at Kirk Balk.  

(iii)
Class 3 pupils performed their “Thriller” dance at St Pius’ Movement afternoon and evening, Tuesday, 29th / Wednesday, 30th March.  This event showcased the high standard and wide range of dance and gymnastics at St Pius and its feeder school.  Over thirty of our parents attended the event.
(iv)
The whole school enjoyed a performance of music by Being 747, Thursday, 31st March.  
Their “In the Valley” show dealt with environmental issues.  They provided a series of workshops for 
Class 4 pupils during the day to create poetry, music and animations and all spoke very highly of the 
attitude and behaviour of all our pupils.

(v)
 Class 3 pupils visited The Academy School, Barnsley, Friday, 1st April, for a performance of the musical “Joseph”.   I am very grateful to Mr Mike Yates, Head of Music at The Academy, for inviting our children to the production. 

(vi)
Eighteen pupils and parents enjoyed an evening of dance at the City Limits Studio in Sheffield, Saturday, 2nd April.  I am very grateful to Mrs Ivy Dorchester – Brown who has arranged so many events this term.

6.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

(i)
Apart from last week, when I was in Robin Hoods Bay with Class 4, the after school Film Club has been held every Monday. However, numbers are dwindling and if this continues we may need to reconsider after the Spring Bank Break.  This would be a great shame as we are now in our fifth year and funds raised in our weekly club subsidise new digital equipment for our classes.  Films finish between 5 – 5.15pm with titles and times advertised in the side office window each Monday.  
(ii)
Children in Classes 1 and 2 have been taking part in a series of after school football sessions each Monday led by a coach from Hoyland Town.  

(iii)
Mr McShane leads our Tuesday KS2 choir and I am delighted that more children have

joined this term.   New members are welcome next term when the children will be singing at our 

Music afternoon.
(iv)
Former Sheffield Sharks player, Mr Peter Scantlebury, has led a very successful after 

school basketball club and I am very grateful to him for giving his time and expertise to our school 

this term.
(v)
Our Let’s Get Cooking club continues to be proving very popular.  Each week groups of 
children have been taught cooking skills by Ms Beedham, Mrs Patsy Newell, Mrs Laraine Smith, 
ably supported by Mrs Carole Linley and Mrs Enid Eaden. They have produced some really tasty 
dishes this half term which I have been only too willing to sample!  I am particularly grateful to Mrs 
Laraine Smith who has played a major part in making this club the success that it is since 
September 2009. 
7.
PUPILS’ SUCCESSES
(i)
Congratulations to Year 5 pupils Ethan Thompson and Joshua Laughton who recently represented the Barnsley Football Elite advanced development centre.  If they continue to progress I will, of course, be passing their names to Ian Holloway!   

(ii)
Well Done to Isabelle Yates, Class 3, who took part in Barnsley Academy’s production of “Joseph” recently. 

(iii)
Good luck to Jack Saunders, Class 3,  - or more accurately his Yorkshire Terrier, Wilson, who is in the final thirty of a Barnsley Chronicle competition. Vote for Wilson!
I am always pleased to highlight successes of our pupils sporting and other achievements outside school but depend on parents giving me the information.
8.
ST PIUS NEWS

Despite St Pius being extremely unlucky to have their new school building plans scuppered last year by the cuts their reputation continues to grow and I was delighted to hear news of their recent Section 48 Ofsted inspection which stated that “the pupils benefit hugely from attending St Pius  when the school was judged as “Good”.  “The quality of teaching and learning is good.  The pupils participate actively in lessons and their behaviour is of a high standard.   Our links with our Catholic High School are as strong as ever and I am very grateful for the benefits we receive from the transition work as well as all the sporting tournaments.
9.
NO DOGS PLEASE!
My recent brief encounter with a dog - ask your child to explain! – has reminded me to inform parents, politely, that dogs should not be brought through the school gates as our premises should be kept animal free. Please leave dogs on the other side of the school fence.  I am very grateful to the children that sent me best wishes and even a bunch of flowers!  

10.
WALKING TO SCHOOL
The Walking to School badges have created a small problem for the organisers.  According to records only 60% of our pupils were walking to school regularly before the project began, which is why our school was chosen to take part.  We now exceed 95% of the children claiming the badges!  The organiser, Mrs Susie Smith, has therefore had to change the guidance and from May children are asked to walk to school twice each week in order to qualify for the monthly badges.
11.
ADMISSIONS 2011  – 12

We have been heavily oversubscribed with applications for next school year and also have a waiting list of children wanting to join all our other classes, demonstrating the popularity that we enjoy locally.   I thank you for your continued support for our school. 
I trust that you and your family have a happy and a holy Easter break and that the children return refreshed to work hard during the summer term.  
PLEASE NOTE THE REMINDER OF THE DATES FOR THE NEXT HALF TERM. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

APRIL

WEDNESDAY 27TH 
SCHOOL RE-OPENS FOR THE SUMMER TERM





3.30 – 4.30pm AFTER SCHOOL RUGBY FOR YEARS 5 & 6


           3.30 – 4.30pm AFTER SCHOOL ZUMBA CLUB BEGINS FOR CLASSES 1 & 2

THURSDAY 28TH  

4 – 5pm Y5 / 6 CRICKET TOURNAMENT AT ST PIUS

FRIDAY 29TH 

SCHOOL CLOSED (ROYAL WEDDING)

MAY

MONDAY 2ND  

BANK HOLIDAY – SCHOOL CLOSED
THURSDAY 5TH  )

SCHOOL CLOSED – POLLING DAY – STAFF INSET

FRIDAY 6TH         )


“
“



     “
     “

MONDAY 9TH 

SATS WEEK 
THURSDAY 12TH 
    
Y5 TECHNOLOGY DAY AT ST PIUS



KS2 SPORTS TOURNAMENTS AT ST PIUS (TENNIS / CRICKET / RUGBY)

FRIDAY 13TH 

CLASS 4 BEGIN SWIMMING LESSONS

MONDAY 16TH 

Y6 CLASS PHOTOGRAPH
2.30pm Y5 PARENTS SEX EDUCATION MEETING
THURSDAY 19TH             
RECEPTION AND YEAR 6 HEIGHT AND WEIGHT 


2.30pm Y5 PARENTS SEX EDUCATION MEETING
FRIDAY 20TH 

CLASS 5 ATHLETICS DAY AT EIS, SHEFFIELD



6.30 – 8pm  CHILDREN’ DISCO (PFA PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE)
MONDAY, 23RD 

CLASS 3 PARENTS’ MEETING re RESIDENTIAL VISIT TO CROWDEN
THURSDAY 26TH 

CLASSES 3/4/5 SPONSORED WALK TO WENTWORTH 
FRIDAY 27TH 1.30pm CLASSES 1&2 SPONSORED WALK TO ELSECAR PARK – PARENTS WELCOME

    

        

3.30pm  SCHOOL CLOSES FOR SPRING BANK FORTNIGHT



SCHOOL RE-OPENS

SCHOOL CLOSES


SUMMER TERM (1)    WEDNESDAY, 27TH APRIL 2011
 FRIDAY, 27TH MAY 2011

SUMMER TERM (2)    MONDAY, 13TH JUNE 2011

 FRIDAY, 22ND JULY 2011
SCHOOL RE-OPENS ON MONDAY 5TH SEPTEMBER FOR THE START OF THE AUTUMN TERM
