ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Dear Parent / Guardian                                                                                      Tuesday, 20th September, 2011

1. READ, WRITE, INC

Last week all teachers and classroom support assistants from our federation received two days intensive training of a phonics based learning programme that is being introduced into many schools locally and nationally. Following the training all children are being assessed this week to make sure that those who will benefit from the programme are placed at the correct entry level and a lot of new resources and reading books are to be purchased and introduced to the children.  I will be writing to you again shortly with the plans that will benefit all KS1 children and those who need it in KS2.
2. PARENT EVENINGS / BOOK FAIR

Parent evening appointments have been set for this evening and tomorrow.  Could I remind you that the Book Fair will be open during the Parent Evenings from 3.30pm so please take the opportunity to look at the books on sale.  There is no pressure on you to buy – but for each £100 spent by parents the school will receive £60 worth of books for the library, a fantastic 60% commission.  The Book Fair will also be at Fun Day this Saturday.

3. FUN DAY – THIS SATURDAY, 24TH SEPTEMBER, 2 – 4pm

I am sure the sun will shine this Saturday for our annual Fun Day as this event has only  been held indoors twice over the last twenty plus years!   Apart from all the usual stalls there will be archery on the school field led by a qualified instructor from the 5th Barnsley Hoyland Common Scouts, Karmaclay from Elsecar Heritage Centre and, hopefully, an impromptu dancing class / performance of zumba for younger children led by Bekki Youel!  In addition I have invited local community groups to put up display boards advertising their services. If you have not offered to help yet please contact the school office asap.  I am to rehearse with the children in Classes 4 / 5 who have played ukulele for one year and over to perform a short programme from 2pm.  We need help at 12.30pm this Saturday to set out the stalls and would also ask that you send into school any bric a brac.  Cakes / buns can be brought in on Friday or Saturday and all raffle ticket stubs and money returned by Friday or to the stall on Saturday.  Thank you in anticipation of your support for our biggest fundraising event of the year.
4. SCHOOL CALENDAR INSET DATES

The school calendar is sent to the publishers in October each year, before final confirmation of the Inset dates.  This explains why last week’s Inset dates were not included on the 2011 calendar.  Please note that there is no Inset day on Monday, 31st October, as was originally planned.
5. PARENTS & FRIENDS ASSOCIATION (PFA) AGM MEETING

7pm NEXT TUESDAY 27TH SEPTEMBER

Where has all the PFA money been spent in the last twelve months?  Our PFA committee does a tremendous job organising events that raise funds which benefit every child in school.  You are invited to the PFA meeting next Tuesday, 27th September, 7 – 8pm, to review the last year and start planning for our next major event – Bonfire & Fireworks Night on Friday, 4th November.   You are welcome to join us. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.

Yours sincerely

SP Harrison  
NB Join our growing list of parents who receive letters electronically by sending a message to p.harrison1@barnsley.org 

