ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Tuesday, 17th January, 2012
Dear Parent / Guardian

1.
BUILDING WORKS

A change has been made to the previous plan re fencing. This should all be in place by next Monday, 23rd January.  Please read the information below carefully.

a)
The entrance / exit gate for children and parents at the start / end of each day will be the double gate at the field side of the school - NOT via the normal children’s gate. 
b)
 Extra care will need to be taken crossing the road at this point and it is essential that at all times the official crossing patrol is used. The Local Authority and Health & Safety have carried out a risk assessment and have instructed our Crossing Patrolman, Mr Roy Copley, on the change of crossing point / procedure.  It is absolutely vital that all children / parents crossing at this point wait for the clear instruction to cross.  The parking of all cars on the zig zag lines is, of course, illegal but will also cause danger to the safe crossing of our pupils / parents and the police have been requested to hand out spot fines to any who contravene this basic rule.  Please be aware that   unmarked car with camera may be employed to record parking offenders.
c)
The office / administrative staff will be moved to the rooms off Class 2’s cloakroom.  Entrance for visitors and those who need to come to the office will use the double gates at the church side of school.  Whenever possible, I will make myself available in the playground or at the children’s door at the start and end of each day to receive any messages that need to be passed on. 

d)
Once the fencing has been fully erected the collection point for Class 2 pupils and after school clubs will be at the rear playground children’s door apart from the Monday Film Club (Class 2 cloakroom door) and, of course, Wednesday Street Dance at the Catholic Club.

2.
CHILDREN AT RISK FROM PARENTS’ PARKING!

The start of the New Year has already, unfortunately, brought with it several complaints about the parking of cars in places that are causing potential danger to others. The problems are again being caused by those who ignore basic parking rules in the school area.  THE YELLOW HATCHED AREA ALONG THE CHURCH LANE IS A “NO PARKING” AREA and is there to give pupils and parents a clear, safe area to walk down the lane towards the car park to the side / rear of the Catholic Club.  Also, PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN THE AREA AT THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH LANE as this is the main cause of congestion on the church lane and also makes turning into the church lane from West Street very difficult and, therefore, potentially dangerous.   Each year a number of “near misses” are reported to me and makes me very worried indeed about the safety of our pupils.

3.
WALK TO SCHOOL THIS THURSDAY, 19TH JANUARY 
I hope that as many as possibly will join in the Walk to School this Thursday and help to increase the percentage as we are to take a census on this day.

4.
PARENT SESSION THIS FRIDAY, 20TH JANUARY, 3 – 3.30pm

Please make sure that the slip sent out last week (and sent electronically to those on the parent e-mail list) is returned by this Thursday.  Please be prompt as the children will be coming out of the Friday afternoon service at 3.30pm.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries about any school related matter.

Yours sincerely

SP Harrison
