ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

                                                                                         Thursday, 6th October, 2011
Dear Parent 

1.
SCHOOL SPORTS TOURNAMENTS

As you may be aware, the funding for School Sports Partnerships, has been drastically cut, leading to a reduction in quality, funded, sports coaching and opportunities for inter school tournaments.  The post of Ivy Dorchester – Brown, our area School Sports Coordinator, was lost in the cuts.  Ivy, many of you will remember, was absolutely key to our involvement and coaching of many different sports.  Last year around 90% of our KS2 pupils represented St Helen’s in at least one sporting tournament – golf, rugby, cricket, football, basketball, high five, cross country, tennis, dance, athletics or competed at the EIS, Sheffield - a fantastic achievement!

In place of the School Sports Partnership

(i) St Pius’ PE department is to offer support and the organisation of certain tournaments and

(ii) We will enter tournaments organised by Kirk Balk and other local primary schools.  
Hopefully, this will give us the opportunity to continue to take part in KS2 sports tournaments, albeit at a much reduced rate.
2.
AFTER SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY AND FINAL

For a number of years our school has been able to offer after school cross country during the first half of the Autumn term, coached by Ivy, with around forty KS2 children entering a cross country event at St Pius and fifteen – twenty winning through to the finals at Herringthorpe.  This year, although the qualifying event is not taking place we are able to represent the St Pius cluster in the final at Herringthorpe on Thursday, 20th October at 10am.  
If your child is interested and can cope with running long distances he / she is invited to two after school training events on our school field  from 3.30 – 4.30pm on Tuesday,11th, and Thursday, 13th with a third, final, session (for those who are selected) on Tuesday, 18th October. We must be certain that those entering the final can run (not walk!) the distance of the final at Herringthorpe.  Your child will need sports gear, including trainers, and a water bottle.  The sessions will continue in all weather conditions as will the final!  I am very grateful indeed to Mrs Alana Rowbotham, who has offered to lead these sessions, and to Mr Stephen Rowbotham, Rotherham Engravers, for offering to provide medals for our top ten runners.  
Please return the slip by next Monday, 10th October, so that the arrangements can be finalised.  
Yours sincerely

SP Harrison

NB  Could I again advertise the after school Girls’ Football club that takes place on Fridays.  The sessions are continuing despite a low take up of KS2 girls.  Please contact the office if your daughter is interested.
………………………………………………………………………………………

AFTER SCHOOL KS2 CROSS COUNTRY – 11TH & 13TH OCTOBER
I give approval for my child to take part in the above sessions 3.30 – 4.30pm     YES / NO

CHILD’S NAME …………………………………

MEDICAL NEEDS …………………………………………………………

PARENT’S SIGNATURE …………………………..

DATE …………………………
PLEASE RETURN BY MONDAY, 10th OCTOBER, 2011
