ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER

DECEMBER 2011
We are clearly in sight of the Christmas break with the parties taking place tomorrow, Friday, 16th December – a non uniform day – when your child is asked to bring in a small amount of party food for a shared class buffet  followed after school by the Children’s Christmas Disco which finishes at 5pm. Also, could you please make sure that the Grand Draw raffle stubs / money is brought in tomorrow please ready for the draw at the end of the disco at 4.50pm.   School closes at 3pm next Tuesday following the Infant Nativity and Carol Service, which starts at 2pm.  Please note that school re-opens on Tuesday 3rd January – a normal school uniform day. 

 
1.  THIS HALF TERM ……

(i) Classes 2 and 4 visited the Synagogue in Psalter Lane, Sheffield. Thursday, 3rd November, as part of their studies of other faiths.  The Rabbi, Golomb, was most impressed with the children’s knowledge and their exemplary behaviour and respect
(ii) Staff from Santander Bank in Hoyland worked with Class 5 pupils, Thursday 3rd & 10th November, re: economic awareness and the children thoroughly enjoyed the work and experience. 

(iii) Our Bonfire and Fireworks Night on Friday 4th November was a massive success and was again enjoyed by many form the school and local community.  Barnsley’s Health & Safety department is full of admiration for our organisation of this annual event, as we are the only remaining school in Barnsley to take on the responsibility. 
(iv) The school was represented at the Remembrance Sunday Parade, 13th November, with Joshua Jackson and Olivia Rowbotham (Class 5) presenting the wreath at the Cenotaph. This event has seen the involvement of an increasing number of organisations in recent years, showing how the support for our armed forces is just as relevant today, and I am delighted that our school takes part.
(v) Children from Class 5 have sung at two funerals recently, Mrs Maureen Greenwood and Mr Stuart Jacobs, both with strong school connections.  It is always a privilege to be asked to play a part in such a service continuing the strong links that have always existed between school and parish.
2.
JANUARY 2012 BUILDING WORK 
Building work will begin when we return to school in January.  This is going to create a great deal of disruption, mainly to the office staff and myself.  It will also present some difficulties for parents and pupils and we will need to work together to reduce as much as possible the disruption to the teaching and learning in the classrooms – obviously the most important aspect of any school.  I will write to you on our return from the Christmas break to explain clearly the arrangements, including Health and Safety, that will be put into force once I have agreed these with the contractors.

The work will be completed by Easter and will result in electronic sliding doors at the main entrance, an inner electronic security door, window serving hatch to the office, larger administrative offices for the secretaries / Headteacher.and larger meeting / resource area in the library. These, of course, are facilities that the majority of other local schools already enjoy and I must say I am looking forward to the completion of new facilities - but not the period of building work!  During this period the offices will be moved to rooms off Class 2’s cloakroom.  
3. 
2012 TIME CAPSULE

We are to take the opportunity during the building work to bury a St Helen’s Time Capsule.  Its place outside the main entrance will be marked for a future generation of St Helen’s pupils to unearth.  If you have any suggestions for the time capsule please send them to my e-mail address.  The capsule is a 1.5 metre pipe with a diameter of about fifteen centimetres.

4.
OLYMPIC PROJECTS 

(i) So many ideas are being formulated to celebrate the year of the Olympics.  As a member of the official Olympic “Get Set Network” we will receive a plaque that will take pride of place in the new entrance area along with a countdown to the Olympics.  We will be making arrangements to see the Olympic torch when it passes through the Barnsley area on Monday, June 25th, and inviting other schools to take part in a mini Olympics on our field or, hopefully, the EIS in Sheffield.  
(ii) ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL, NEWHAM

Last Tuesday, 13th December, I visited St Helen’s Catholic Primary School in Newham where I received a wonderful welcome before showing slides of all the different activities and events that have taken place at our school in 2011. I was also given a tour past the various Olympic sites.  What fantastic developments are taking place in the East End.  Children in Classes 3 and 4 have started our links sending Christmas cards to children in Newham that I delivered, bringing back with me cards for the children in these two classes.  We are still in the planning stages of the links that will take place next year and am seeking funding to support visits to Newham for some of our children, including a tour of the Olympic site.  I am also hoping to receive a small number of tickets to one of the Olympic events and will need to decide how to select the lucky children to accompany the lucky Headteacher! 
(iii) CLASS 3 – BARNSLEY SPORTING HEROES

Class 3 pupils have been involved in a very exciting media project, interviewing a number of Barnsley Sporting Heroes.  On Monday, 5th December, the children met and interviewed Jenna Downing, a World Champion at Extreme Sports.  She was such an inspiration to the pupils and was very impressed by their questioning, as was GB diver Megan Sylvester, local paraplegic GB basketball player Ian Sagar and, of course, our own former pupil Fiona Harrison, GB Bobsleigh, who suffered an injury at half term just after visiting us.  Fiona has made a great recovery and is back on the ice!  Some of the Class 3 pupils also visited other Barnsley primary schools recording their work for the film that will be shown at high profile events and venues throughout the Borough next year.
5.
PREPARATIONS FOR CHRISTMAS
(i)
Our Christingle service was, as expected, very well attended on Friday, 25th November.  Once again the atmosphere created in the hall, especially when the christingles were lit, really captured the feeling of Christmas approaching.  The children were to be congratulated for the respectful way that the service was conducted and their singing, as always, was excellent.
(ii)
The “Oakwelloma” pantomime performed to large audiences last week was very well received.  I must congratulate all the children for their performances (acting / speaking / singing and dancing) and the staff (including dance teacher Mrs Bekki Youel) for their hard work.  Once again, I received so many expressions of praise for the children’s work and thanks for the organisation of the most popular event in the school calendar.  It is obvious that the involvement of so many children and the efforts of the school each year to create such a wonderful production is really appreciated by the whole school community.  
(iii)
Our staff and pupils sat down to a traditional Christmas dinner at lunchtime yesterday, Wednesday,14thDecember, when the dinner staff served over one hundred and seventy dinners.  Thanks to Mrs Margaret Hayes, Mrs June Hardwick and Mrs Margaret Ackroyd for all their hard work yesterday and during the year. 

(iv) 
CHARITY WORK
(a)
SAMARITAN’S PURSE

The support we gave to the Samaritan’s Purse Charity was very much appreciated by the organisers.  The project really captured the imagination of many of our pupils and the generosity will make this Christmas very special for over sixty children in poverty stricken Belarus.  Thank you once again.

(b)
 CHILDREN IN NEED
The final figure for our Children in Need Day on Friday, 18th November, was £785 and was 
such a great success and a very enjoyable day for everybody involved.  It once again 
demonstrated the generosity of our school community.  

 (c)
MISSION TOGETHER

Mr Ken Barry spoke to the pupils about the work of Mission Together on Tuesday, 22nd November, and to parents at the Christingle Service when £180 was collected.  This was presented to Bishop John Rawsthorne by Class 5 pupils at the Mission Together service in Goldthorpe on Thursday, 1st December.   
  (d) 
LINK SCHOOL IN KENYA
Mr Mike Williams, our maths tutor, spoke to the children at assembly this morning, Thursday, 15th December, about his recent visit to the Kenyan school, Kingdom Assembly of God (KAG) Primary School, when the children realised how our fundraising is helping Cecilia, a pupil at the school. Around £150 was collected at the end of the concerts that will provide much needed resources for the school.  There will be a further opportunity to support this charity at next Tuesday’s Nativity.  Also, if you managed to walk past the collecting baskets after “Oakwelloma” without contributing you can always send in a donation before the end of term!
(e)
CATHOLIC CLUB CHRISTMAS FAMILY NIGHT, SATURDAY, 17TH DECEMBER
The Christmas Family Night in the Catholic Club this Saturday, 17th December, promises to be a great night as we are now sold out with almost one hundred adult tickets sold!  The bar will be very busy so please be patient.  The children’s “performances” will finish at around 9pm but you are welcome to stay on afterwards.  Bar facilities will, of course, be available but own food may be brought. ALL CHILDREN IN ATTENDANCE MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY A RESPONSIBLE ADULT. Please note that former pupil, Joe Williams, singer / entertainer, is performing at the Catholic Club on New Year’s Eve where children are welcome!

6.
INFANT NATIVITY / CAROL SERVICE - TUESDAY 20th DECEMBER, 2 – 3pm
Following in the footsteps of generations of St Helen’s pupils, our youngest pupils will give us a timely reminder of that very first Christmas 2000 years ago. Woodwind players will be performing prior to the start of the Nativity, following which Class 1 children will change back into their school uniform while we continue with the singing of carols. The main hall doorway that leads to Class 1 must be kept clear as it is used throughout the nativity by visitors to the stable in Bethlehem!   Please note that school closes at the end of the Nativity, 3pm, when you should make arrangements for your child to be collected.  Those who are not collected at this time will only be allowed home if they have returned the approval slip to walk home alone.  All other children must remain in school until 3.30pm.  
On behalf of the staff of St Helen’s Catholic Primary School 

May I wish you and your family A Very Joyful and a Holy Christmas 

and a Very Happy and a Healthy New Year.

SCHOOL RE-OPENS TUESDAY, 3rd JANUARY, 2012.  THIS IS NOT A PARTY DAY

SCHOOL UNIFORM MUST BE WORN
NEXT HALF TERM
JANUARY 2012
Tuesday, 3rd 

School re-opens

Wednesday 4th 
PE lessons for all classes (Classes 1 / 2 to come in sports clothing)

Friday 6th 

6.30 – 8pm
Children’s Disco

Monday 9th 

After school Film Club (and each Monday) £1 per week.
Tuesday 10th 
After school Choir (and each Tuesday) No charge – new members welcome

Friday 13th  

Closing date for application for admission to Primary School 2012 - 13

Tuesday 24th 
Parents’ Evening (tbc)
Wednesday 25th 
    “

“      (tbc)
FEBRUARY 2012
Wednesday 1st 
3pm Class 4 Parents Meeting re Robin Hoods Bay residential visit
Friday 10th 

3.30pm  School closes for half term break

Monday 20th 

School re-opens

THE FOLLOWING TERM / HOLIDAY DATES FOR 2012 – 13 

HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY GOVERNORS.

AUTUMN TERM 2012
Monday 3rd September – Friday, 26th October, 2012
Autumn half term break    Monday,  29th October  - Friday,  2nd November, 2012
Monday, 5th November  - Friday,  21st December, 2012
Christmas break  Monday, 24th December – Friday, 4th January, 2012
SPRING TERM 2013
Monday, 7th January – Friday, 8th February, 2013

Spring half term break  Monday, 11th – Friday, 15th February, 2013
Monday, 18th February – Thursday, 28th March, 2013
Easter break Friday, 29th March – Friday, 5th April, 2013
SUMMER TERM 2013
Monday, 8th April – Friday, 24th May, 2013
Spring Bank Break  Monday, 27th May  - Thursday, 6th June, 2013
Friday, 7th June – Monday, 22nd July, 2013
Note that these dates are for NEXT school year – NOT THIS year!

The dates above do not include the five Inset dates which have still to be set
