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The first half of the Spring term, which is traditionally the quietest period of the school year, comes
to an end this Friday, 18th February.  SCHOOL RE- OPENS ON MONDAY, 28th FEBRUARY.

Please find attached NEXT school year’s term / holiday dates (not included for Year 6 pupils).
1.
THIS HALF TERM …

(i)
Children from Year 5 & 6 who had taken part in the “Playing for Success” scheme based at Oakwell and Shaw Lane Cricket club received their awards in the school hall on Wednesday, 5th January, from Barnsley FC mascot Toby Tyke.  The scheme, which has been in operation for the ten years since Barnsley FC were in the premiership, is likely to be hit by the cuts in the council and they are currently looking at future funding possibilities. Fourteen Y5 pupils in Class 4 have thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the scheme this half term which ended yesterday evening, Monday, 14th February. 

(ii)
The “Walk Once a Week” project has proved to be most popular and I am sure the award of 
badges has had a little to do with that!  Could I remind parents whose children usually come by car 
that to qualify they must park some distance away from school once a week, ie Kirk Balk or Town 
Centre, and not twenty metres away!  
(iii)  
Mrs Bridget Wildsmith, former pupil and Governor, celebrated her 100th birthday on Thursday, 13th January and Mr Griffiths took two pupils from Year 6 to present her with a large card and flowers from school.  Mrs Wildsmith has been a very keen supporter of our school for many years watching over our pupils each day as she has lived opposite the school until recently.  

(iv)
Class 5 children took part in the annual visit to Crucial Crew at Magna, Sheffield, on Friday, 14th January, for a display of the emergency services.  The display, an interactive series of scenarios, is a very effective way for children to learn how to assess potentially dangerous situations that require the attention of the emergency services. 

(v)
Mr Mike Williams talked to the whole school on Tuesday, 18th January, about life for our two sponsored children at KAG Primary School, Kenya and gratefully accepted a cheque for £250 on their behalf.   African dancers from Uganda performed for the school on Friday, 4th February after teaching Class 3 some of their energetic movements!

(vi)
Parents of Class 1 pupils attended workshops in literacy / numeracy on Tuesday, 25th January and 1st February, led by Rachel Dillon, Family Learning team.  She is to lead sessions for Y6 parents re SATs after the half term break.

(vii) 
Around thirty parents and pupils took part in a highly enjoyable family visit to see Sheffield Sharks beat Worcester Wolves in the last minute at the EIS on Friday, 4th February.  

(viii)
Parents’ Appointments were set for all pupils last week and next half term a Parent Session will be arranged to give you the opportunity to look at your child’s work.   I will shortly be organising the annual Parent Survey and am currently exploring how this may be done online.
(ix)
Class 5 work with Bernados drama expert Katie Anderson on the theme of “Peer Pressure” this Thursday, 17th February.  

(x)
Parents of Class 4 pupils are reminded of the Robin Hood’s Bay meeting this Thursday, 17th February, at 3pm.

(xi)
All parents are reminded about the opportunity to sign up for the Parenting Course offered by Laura Rendell, our Parenting Programme Facilitator, which starts at 6.30pm on Tuesday, 8th March. Those who have attended Laura’s sessions will already know how valuable, worthwhile and helpful the sessions are.  Please consider coming along as I am sure you will enjoy and feel the benefit.  Laura’s work is spread over the Barnsley deanery and I do not want to risk her involvement in our school and parish being reduced because our parents are not taking advantage of the wonderful opportunities that her expertise presents.  If you have not yet returned the slip but would like to join those who have already signed up please contact the school office this week.
2.
ICT and MEDIA WORK

Year 4 pupils in Class 4 have been invited to take part in an arts project that will, literally, change the face of Hoyland Town Centre! The children have begun work with multi media company C Media who have, in the past, been involved in the Creative Partnerships scheme in our school, to   plan and create a large piece of artwork that will feature on a double floor height entrance window of the new library that is to be included in the Town Centre development.  This really is an exciting venture and their work, I am sure, will be admired by many over the coming years.  Coincidentally, former St Helen’s pupils were involved in providing images of Hoyland that you can see (if you look very closely!) inside the birds on the enormous stainless steel mural outside Hoyland Co-Op.

3.
PE / SPORTS

(i) Classes 4 and 5 have been receiving indoor golf lessons each Friday this half term, chipping their shots onto a target instead of a bunker!  I am very grateful to Mr Chris Clarke, Wath Golf Club, for providing the children with this experience.

(ii) A team of Y5 / 6 children represented our school in the High Five (similar to netball) tournament at St Pius on Thursday, 27th January.  The children performed very well indeed coming joint runners – up overall.

(iii) Mrs Ivy Dorchester Brown worked alongside our sports teacher Mr Woods to prepare a team of Y5 / 6 pupils for the annual indoor athletics tournament at St Pius last Thursday, 10th February when the children took part in field and track events, eventually finishing third.  

(iv) Class 5 and non swimmers from Class 4 take part in weekly swimming lessons at Hoyland Leisure Centre next half term, starting on Friday, 4th March, with Class 4 beginning their lessons after Easter. 

4.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

(i)
Our weekly Film Club takes place every Monday and every pupil is welcome to join us.  All schools nationally now have the opportunity to have a Film Club.  As we were in the original pilot scheme of only twenty schools nationally this is our fourth year!  Children can pay £1 weekly or, preferably, half termly.   Reimbursements will be given at the end of each half term for any weeks missed.  The money raised is spent on additional digital cameras / equipment for the classes.

(ii)
Our KS2 choir is led by musician Mr Chris McShane each Tuesday, 3.30 – 4.15pm and I am delighted that numbers have grown this half term. Please contact me immediately if your child is interested in joining after half term.  It is for KS2 children only, although there are many children in Classes 1 and 2 who sing so enthusiastically at assembly each morning and whose time to join the choir will come I am sure!
(iii)
Mr Peter Scantlebury (former Sheffield Sharks captain and MBE) has been teaching basketball skills to KS2 pupils in an after school basketball club each Wednesday this half term.  The club is to be offered to Class 3 pupils after half term.

(iii)
Our after school Let’s Get Cooking Club recommences on Thursdays after the half term break for Class 3 pupils. 
(iv)
An after school football club for KS1 pupils will begin each Monday after half term (five sessions) from Monday, 14th March, 3.30 – 4.30pm, taught by Hoyland Town Coach, Ryan Laight.  There will be a charge of £12.50 for this club to include certificates and medals. After Easter they will have the opportunity to join in the latest Zumba Tonic dance craze each Wednesday for which there will be no charge.
5.
HAITI COLLECTION

Thanks very much to two Y3 pupils, Lucy Gormanly and Hanna Rogan, who organised a collection for those who had suffered a loss following the Haiti earthquake.  Their hard work and thoughtfulness raised £50.  Well done girls!

6.
ROAD SAFETY 
We endeavour to provide road safety training to pupils each year but we sometimes feel it is the parents that need the training!  I apologise for this but often a week cannot go by without complaints being made about the inconsiderate and potentially dangerous places that some parents use for parking.  We are fortunate to have a car park situated at the end of the church lane next to / behind the Catholic Club.  Please use it!  I cannot remind parents often enough about the importance of parking safely to bring / collect pupils.  The health and safety of our pupils is of paramount importance. 

7.
TALENTED PUPILS

Our list of pupils’ talents continues to grow and I am very grateful to parents who complete the slip each time it is sent home. The result is a comprehensive picture of the range of interests and activities that our pupils are involved in outside school hours.  It also shows the commitment that so many parents give to enabling their children to develop their talents. We have so many talented children that my ambition to appear one day on “This is Your Life” may still be a reality!
For the last twelve months Year 2 pupil Aimee Jo Evans has been receiving rave reports for her acting abilities and is soon to appear in a number of television dramas including “Doctors”, “Scott and Bailey” and “South Ridings” in which she plays the daughter of actor Shaun Dooley.  Aimee Jo will be spending part of her half term holiday filming on location in Leeds. Well Done!
8.
ASTHMA AWARENESS

I am planning asthma awareness training for staff and pupils.  I therefore need to update the school records on pupils who suffer from asthma and arrangements for storing / using the inhalers in school.  If this applies to your child please complete and return the slip below.
9.
MRS JO SHANAHAN 
It was with great sadness that I received the news that former teacher Mrs Jo Shanahan had passed away following a long battle against cancer. Jo taught our Y1 pupils around seven years ago for a period of just two terms before moving to St Pius to teach R.E.  She made a great impression in that short period and will always be fondly remembered.  Our prayers and thoughts are with her family and mother Peggy at this sad time.
And finally, I trust your child has an enjoyable half term break next week.  Please note the diary dates over the page.  Please make a note of the “open” and “closed” days and do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries about any of the information in this newsletter or other school matter. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

SP Harrison
.............................................................................................................................................................

AFTER SCHOOL FILM CLUB 

My child(ren) would like to join the St Helen’s Monday Film Club 

I enclose £6 per child for next half term (Monday, 28th February – Monday 11th April)

£5 for Class 4 children visiting RHB  
CHILD(REN)’S NAME ………………………………..      AMOUNT ENCLOSED £ …..

PARENT’S SIGNATURE ……………………………….  DATE …………………………

.............................................................................................................................................................

ASTHMA INFORMATION

My child suffers from asthma
*My child brings an inhaler to school daily and is capable of keeping it to use unsupervised OR *My child should keep the inhaler in an unlocked drawer in the office for supervised use

CHILD’S NAME ………………………………..      PARENT’S SIGNATURE …………………………

DATE …………………………  
*PLEASE DELETE AS APPROPRIATE

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

FEBRUARY

MONDAY 28th     
SCHOOL RE-OPENS




AFTER SCHOOL FILM CLUB RESUMES,  3.30 – 5pm

MARCH

TUESDAY 1st  
3 – 3.30pm  Y6 PARENTS’ SATS MEETING

AFTER SCHOOL KS2 CHOIR RESUMES, 3.30 – 4.15pm.

WEDNESDAY 2ND 
AFTER SCHOOL KS2 BASKETBALL RESUMES, 3.30 – 4.15pm.

THURSDAY 3rd 
AFTER SCHOOL CLASS 3 LET’S GET COOKING CLUB RESUMES
FRIDAY 4th 

CLASS 5 SWIMMING BEGINS



6.30 – 8pm CHILDREN’S DISCO

MONDAY 7th 
STAFF INSET – SCHOOL CLOSED
TUESDAY 8th 
1.15 – 3.15pm Y6 PARENTS SATS WORKSHOP (1)

6.30 – 8.30pm LAURA RENDELL PARENTING PROGRAMME (1)

WEDNESDAY 9th 
9.15pm ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE IN CHURCH

FRIDAY 11th 
CLASS 2 “OLYMPICS” AT THE EIS, SHEFFIELD 
MONDAY 14TH 
3.30 – 4.30pm CLASSES 1 / 2 AFTER SCHOOL FOOTBALL BEGINS
THURSDAY 24th 
CLASS 4 TO EWDEN RESERVOIR 




4pm Y3 / 4 BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT AT ST PIUS

TUESDAY 29th 
9.15am  KS2 MASS IN CHURCH




1 – 3pm CLASS 3 DANCE AT ST PIUS MOVEMENT AFTERNOON

WEDNESDAY, 30TH 6 – 8pm CLASS 3 DANCE AT ST PIUS MOVEMENT EVENING
THURSDAY 31st 9 - 9.45am PERFORMANCE FOR PUPILS / PARENTS BY RSPB FOLK BAND




ENVIRONMENTAL DAY FOR CLASS 4 IN SCHOOL HALL

APRIL

MONDAY 4th 
CLASS 4 BEGIN RESIDENTIAL WEEK IN ROBIN HOODS BAY

WEDNESDAY 6th 
3.30 – 4.30pm CLASS 5 TAG RUGBY PRACTICE

FRIDAY 8th 

CLASS 4 RETURN FROM RHB




6.30 – 8pm CHILDREN’S DISCO

MONDAY 11th EASTER PREPARATIONS WEEK - “IN REALITY” DIOCESAN YOUTH TEAM

THURSDAY 14th  
8.30 – 5.30pm  CLASSES 3 + 5 TRIP TO YORK MUSEUMS / CATHEDRAL

FRIDAY 15th 
2.30pm EASTER SERVICE

3.30pm  SCHOOL CLOSES FOR EASTER BREAK

WEDNESDAY 27TH  SCHOOL RE-OPENS 
SCHOOL CLOSED ON FRIDAY, 29TH APRIL (ROYAL WEDDING)

SCHOOL CLOSED ON MONDAY, 2ND MAY (BANK HOLIDAY)

SCHOOL OPEN ON TUESDAY 3RD / WEDNESDAY 4TH MAY
SCHOOL CLOSED ON THURSDAY, 5TH MAY (POLLING DAY / INSET)

SCHOOL CLOSED ON FRIDAY, 6TH MAY (INSET)

MONDAY, 9TH – FRIDAY, 13TH MAY SATS WEEK
SCHOOL CLOSES 


SCHOOL REOPENS
SPRING BANK 
FRIDAY 27TH MAY


MONDAY 13TH JUNE
SUMMER BREAK
FRIDAY 22ND JULY


MONDAY, 4TH SEPTEMBER 2011
PLEASE NOTE THAT OUR EASTER AND MAY HALF TERM BREAKS DIFFER FROM OTHER LOCAL SCHOOLS.  
