ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Tuesday. 3rd January, 2012
Dear Parent / Guardian

A Happy New Year to you all!   I trust that you and your family had a peaceful Christmas and that your child has returned refreshed and ready to work hard this term.
1.
THANK YOU!

I would like to thank all those who helped in any way to make the events leading up to Christmas so successful. The Christmas Family Night of singing and dancing in the Catholic Club was a great success and enjoyed by many parents and friends.  The Nativity, performed so simply but effectively by the children in Class 1, provided the ideal way to complete our preparations for Christmas.  On behalf of the staff could I thank all the parents and pupils who sent cards and presents.  Your generosity is very much appreciated, I can assure you. Collections made at the performances of “Oakwelloma” and the Nativity totalling over £450 will be donated to our Kenyan link school, KAG Primary.  I know how much your generosity is appreciated by the school Headteacher, Mr Harrison (no relation!) and by Cecilia, who is now nine years old.
2.
BUILDING WORKS

Work on the extension to the office / library areas is due to begin next Monday, 9th January, and there will be a number of changes of which you need to be aware during the programme which will not be completed until April.  Your contribution to our Governors’ Maintenance Fund is very much appreciated and all of this is being used towards the school’s liability of 5% (£10,000) as the Diocese has agreed to contribute 5%.  
Once work begins and building site status is introduced:-

(a)
The secretary and Headteacher’s offices will be moved to the rooms off Class 2’s cloakroom.  If you need to speak to one of the secretaries or myself you will need to come to Class 2’s cloakroom door at the front of school near the planters (which will soon be removed).
(b)
Class 2 will not use their cloakroom area.  Instead, they will be escorted each morning from their line round to the back of the hall where their coats and bags will be stored during the day.

(c)
Access to the school will continue to be via the usual gate but fencing will be erected to leave only a narrow pathway to the temporary front offices (see (a)) and across the front of the school to the playground area.

(d)
The double gates next to the church wall / waste bins will give access only to the construction company and will house their compound for the storage of materials.

(e) 
Children who are taught music by the Music Service (guitar, woodwind etc) must only have their instrument in school on the day of the lessons.  We will have no storage space once work begins – plus the children should be practising at home in between lessons!

I will keep you updated of any further measures that will need to be introduced once work has begun and we look forward to the completion which will bring several improvements to our wonderful one hundred year old building!  During the building work our time capsule is to be buried and I would welcome any suggestions.
4.
CHILDREN’S DISCO, THIS FRIDAY, 6TH JANUARY
Our first Children’s Disco of the New Year is planned for this Friday, 6th January, 6.30 – 8pm.  Admission is £1 and children may wish to bring a small amount of money to spend on refreshments.  Please see Mrs Laraine Smith if you are able to help at the Disco.  

5.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS BEGIN NEXT WEEK
(i)
MONDAY FILM CLUB FOR ALL PUPILS begins next Monday, 9th January.  £5 is asked for the full half term.  Reimbursements will be made for any missed sessions.  The film titles and finishing times will be posted in the office window each week (5pm or 5.15pm) Children who choose to attend on a week to week basis can pay £1 on the day. 
(ii)
KS2 CHOIR, TUESDAYS,  3.30 – 4.15pm

The quality of our children’s singing was evident at the different performances / services in December and we would be delighted to welcome new members to the choir, which starts next Tuesday, 10th January.  If your child would like to join the KS2 choir each Tuesday, led by Mr Chris McShane, please return the appropriate slip by this Friday.  There is no charge for this club.
(iii)
YEAR 2 MULTI SPORTS – WEDNESDAYS 3.30 – 4.30pm
Places are limited and will therefore be offered on a “first come first served basis” to Year 2 children.   There is a charge of £5 per half term for this club. Please return the appropriate slip by this Friday.
(iv)
KS2 STREET DANCING CLUB STARTING NEXT WEEK
Last term’s Street Dancing Club was very successful and led to performances on Children in Need Day and the Family Christmas Night.  Bekki Youel will continue to lead the club until her maternity leave begins after half term.  There is a charge of £10 per half term for this club, which takes place in the Catholic Club from where the children should be collected at 4.30pm each week.  Please return the appropriate slip by this Friday, 6th January. 
6.
SCHOOL / HOME INFORMATION  

(i) Could I remind you to contact the school office with any up-dated information that we require ie change of contact numbers, including home / mobile / work).  

(ii) Parent appointments are to be set for Tuesday, 24th and Wednesday 25th January and full details will be sent out nearer the date.  
7.
SNOW?
Icy conditions (when they arrive!) will cause problems for those who bring / collect children in cars and the church lane, in particular, may become hazardous.  Please take extra care and, if need be, allow extra time for journeys and parking safely.  
The decision on whether or not to open / close school during these periods is taken by myself following the procedure set out in the school’s Resilience Plan.  I prefer to make the decision on school closure as early as possible in order to give parents as much notice as possible and by 8am at the latest.  If school is to close I:-

1) contact the local radio station – Dearne FM 102 & 97.1.  They broadcast the schools that are closed and provide a list each day on their website.
2) e-mail the parents on the electronic parent contact list and place a notice on our own website home page www.sthelenslive.net  You can join our e-mail list by sending a message to p.harrison1@barnsley.org   
3) Parents are also welcome to contact school (01226 742172) for up to date information.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have queries about any school matter.  May I wish you and your family the very best of health and happiness for 2012.
Yours sincerely

SP Harrison

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

JANUARY
Tuesday, 3rd 

School re-opens

Wednesday 4th 
PE lessons for all classes (Classes 1 / 2 to come in sports clothing)

Friday 6th 

6.30 – 8pm
Children’s Disco 

Monday 9th 

3.30 – 5pm After school Film Club (and each Monday)

Tuesday 10th 
3.30 – 4.15pm After school KS2 Choir (and each Tuesday)
Wednesday 12th 
3.30 – 4.30pm Year 2 Multi Sports Club

KS2 After school Street Dance Club (and each Wednesday) 
Tuesday 24th 
Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 25th 
    “

“


Friday 27th 

6.30 – 8pm
Children’s Disco 

FEBRUARY
Wednesday 1st 
3pm Class 4 Parents’ Meeting re Robin Hood’s Bay 

Friday 10th 

3.30pm  School closes for half term break

Monday 20th 

School re-opens
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




SCHOOL CLOSES

    SCHOOL RE-OPENS

SPRING HALF TERM      FRIDAY 10TH FEBRUARY 
  MONDAY 20TH FEBRUARY

EASTER

         THURSDAY 5TH APRIL
  TUESDAY 17TH APRIL

SUMMER HALF TERM    FRIDAY 25TH MAY

  MONDAY 11TH JUNE

SUMMER BREAK
         FRIDAY 20TH  JULY
             MONDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER
SCHOOL IS ALSO CLOSED ON 
THURSDAY 3rd / FRIDAY 4TH MAY (INSET DAYS) AND


MONDAY 7TH MAY (BANK HOLIDAY) 

MONDAY FILM CLUB

MY CHILD WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THIS TERM’S FILM CLUB EACH MONDAY

I ENCLOSE £5 FOR THE FIRST HALF TERM

CHILD’S NAME …………………………………

PARENT’S SIGNATURE ….......................................... 

DATE …………………………

.......................…………………………………………………………………………………………………

KS2 TUESDAY AFTER SCHOOL CHOIR

MY CHILD WOULD LIKE TO ATTEND THIS TERM’S KS2 TUESDAY CHOIR 

I WILL COLLECT MY CHILD AT 4.30PM YES / NO  

OR 
MY CHILD IS ALLOWED TO WALK HOME ALONE EACH TUESDAY  YES / NO
CHILD’S NAME …………………………………

PARENT’S SIGNATURE ….......................................... DATE …………………………

PLEASE RETURN BY THIS FRIDAY, 6TH JANUARY

.........................................................................................................................................................
ST HELEN’S KS2 WEDNESDAY STREET DANCE CLUB 3.30 – 4.30pm 
MY CHILD WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE STREET DANCE CLUB 

I WILL COLLECT HIM / HER FROM THE CATHOLIC CLUB AT 4.30pm EACH WEEK  YES / NO 

OR MY CHILD IS ALLOWED TO MAKE HIS / HER OWN WAY HOME  YES / NO
I ENCLOSE PAYMENT OF £10 (£2 PER WEEK )

CHILD’S NAME ………………………………..
  

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ……………………...........................…     DATE ………………………..

PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 6th JANUARY, 2012
....................................................................................................................................................
YEAR 2 WEDNESDAY MULTI SPORTS CLUB 3.30 – 4.40pm
MY CHILD WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE ABOVE CLUB

I WILL COLLECT HIM / HER AT 4.30pm 

I ENCLOSE PAYMENT OF £5 (£1 PER WEEK)

CHILD’S NAME ………………………………..
  

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ……………………..........................…     DATE   ………………………..

PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 6th JANUARY, 2012

