ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear Parent / Guardian                                                                       Thursday, 12th January, 2012
1.
WALK TO SCHOOL DAY – NEXT THURSDAY, 19TH JANUARY

We continue to give badges to children who walk to / from school twice per week. Could you please remind your child to tick the classroom chart and return the slip that is sent home towards the end of each month.  Next Thursday, 19th January, a census is to be taken across Barnsley recording the percentage of children who walk to school / travel by car / bus.  Please try your best to walk to school next Thursday.

2.
 BUILDING WORKS

I am expecting the project to start on Monday, 23rd January.  Full details will be clarified next week.  
3.
AUTUMN TERM ATTENDANCE

YOUR CHILD’S ATTENDANCE FOR THE AUTUMN TERM WAS            %

Our school attendance for the Autumn term was 95.7%.  This was higher than usual and close to our target for the year – 96%.  Good attendance contributes significantly to high achievement and I hope that this can be matched over the next two terms.  You will find attached the Attendance Policy for the Federation approved last term by the Governing Body.  I repeat my message that while 100% attendance is to be congratulated, children who are unwell / have been sick overnight should not be brought to school at the risk of passing on germs to other pupils and members of staff.  “My child is unwell but wanted to come to school!” is not acceptable. If your child is not well enough to play a full part in all planned school activities please do not bring him / her to school.  Conversely, those children whose attendance falls below 90% are cause for concern and may be invited to a meeting with the Education Welfare Officer / School Nurse for support to be offered.
4.
PARENT SESSION – FRIDAY, 20TH JANUARY, 3 – 3.30pm

Due to the postponement of Parent Evenings until later in the term a Parent Session, giving you the opportunity to look at your child’s work, has been arranged for Friday, 20th January, 3 – 3.30pm.  Please return the slip below if you plan to attend so that your child’s work can be set out for you.  If fencing has been erected by this date entrance to the school will be via the rear children’s door and I will lead the Friday end of week service in the school hall.

5.
CHILDREN’S DISCO - FRIDAY, 3rd FEBRUARY, 6.30 – 8pm
Please note the change of date for the next Children’s Disco to Friday, 3rd February, 6.30 – 8pm.  Could I remind you that the ban on children bringing mobile phones to school extends to the discos.  This is because I cannot control their use and the purpose of our discos is to provide an opportunity for children to socialise through dance and conversation – not text or twitter!  The school phone is always available for emergency calls.  Please contact me if there is a necessity for your child to bring a mobile phone to school or disco so that it may be stored in the school office until the end of the day / disco.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have queries about any school matter.  
Yours sincerely

SP Harrison

..........................................................................................................................................................

PARENT SESSION – FRIDAY, 20TH JANUARY, 3 – 3.30pm

I plan to come to the above Parent Session 

CHILD(REN)’S NAME(S) ....................................................................  CLASS(ES)

PARENT / GUARDIAN’S SIGNATURE  ......................................................  DATE .....................
PLEASE RETURN BY THURSDAY 19TH JANUARY 

