ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Tuesday, 12th July, 2011
Dear Parents / Guardians
1.
END OF KEY STAGE 2 SATS

Last week our school received the results of this year’s end of KS2 (Y6) SATS.  They are outstanding - a tribute to the hard work that is carried out in our school year after year.  As there are twenty two children in Y6 each child accounts for approximately 4%.

In Mathematics 92% gained Level 4 or 5.    45% gained Level 5 (the highest grade)

In English 100% (every child in the cohort) gained Level 4 or 5 with 32% gaining Level 5.
50% of the children achieved Level 5 in Reading.
This is a fantastic achievement and the children are to be congratulated for all their hard work.  
As you are aware our school is regularly involved in events, visits, sporting tournaments and exciting projects.  I believe that this great variety of experiences contributes to our children being stimulated and well – rounded individuals.  I would like to thank all those – teaching and support staff, peripatetic music teachers, sports coaches and parents who help voluntarily in school  - who have played a part in bringing the children to these outstanding levels after their seven years at St Helen’s.  They have provided not just quality teaching on a day to day basis but a wealth of other experiences that make up the “whole person”.  
SI trust that our Leavers are currently preparing for their final performance of the year – “Leavers’ Night” on Thursday, 21st July in the Catholic Club.  Unfortunately, due to accommodation limits, the evening is restricted to Y6 children and their families and guests only.

2. SPORTS AFTERNOON - WEDNESDAY, 29TH JUNE  

Despite some reports in the press about school sports days being non competitive, I am sure you will have seen how highly competitive our annual event is.  Congratulations to the following for being awarded first place overall after seven events.  Reception – Jarvis Thornton and Megan Loy, Year 1 – Callum Ellins and Margot Lorin, Year 2 – Ryan Saunders and Chloe Saunders, Year 3 – Alex Lightfoot and Emily Haigh, Year 4 – Jack Riley and Erin Rowe, Year 5 – James Hector and Maisie Milner, Year 6 – Nathan McCallum and Tammara Birchall.   Well done to these and to all the children for taking part.
  3. AFTERNOON OF MUSIC AND DANCE  – NEXT MONDAY, 18TH JULY AT 1.15pm
Music and Dance figure largely in our creative curriculum.  Next Monday afternoon the children will be demonstrating their skills and talents for all to see! The displays will include Class 1 Zumba, Class 2 and 3 “strictly dancing” and a performance by the KS2 after school Cheerleading Club.  This will then be followed by the annual music afternoon when children who are learning to play a musical instrument will perform.   If your child is performing please make sure his / her musical instrument is brought to school.  There will also be performances by our Ukulele (Classes 4 / 5) and Ocarina (Class 3) “Orchestras” as well as the after school choir.  The admission price will be £1 and all funds raised (including the rafflel!) will be for our African link school, KFG.  I hope you will be able to join us in our celebration of the talents that we have in our school next Monday.
4.
FIRST COMMUNION

Congratulations to the following children who made their First Communion in St Helen’s Church last Sunday, 10th July – Lucy Gormanly, Emily Haigh, Hannah Rogan, Millie Tissington, James Walker and Benjamin Yates.  They really were a credit to the school and their families.  I am very grateful to the parish catechists who prepared the children for this wonderful occasion.
And finally, despite thoroughly enjoying the sabbatical experience – I am visiting federation schools in Doncaster and Durham this week as well as Holy Island and Northallerton – I am really looking forward to returning to school next Monday! 

Yours sincerely

SP Harrison

