ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER 

JULY 2011
Dear Parent 
The summer break now beckons with six weeks of hot, sunny weather ahead – I hope! Every half term is busy and packed with different projects and events and this half term has certainly been no different, as I would expect.
1. (A)
PERSONAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH AND CITIZENSHIP EDUCATION

(i) School nurse, Fiona Louth, met with Year 5 and 6 before the half term break to discuss the plans for Sex Education lessons.  These were delivered to the pupils, 20th  – 24th June.  I am sure that the children have benefited from the experience.
(ii) South Yorkshire Transport worked with Class 5, Monday, 27th June, proving extremely interesting to these pupils as many will be travelling by bus to their secondary schools in September.

(iii) Mr Steve Jones gave a Drugs Education talk, Monday 4th July, to Class 5 pupils. 
(iv) Sister Beate led a day of recollection for Class 5, Monday, 11th July, helping the Leavers to recall their years at St Helen’s in readiness for the Leavers’ mass this morning.
 (B)
PE, SPORT AND GAMES 

(i) I am very grateful to Miss Becky Youell, Rawmarsh who has taught Zumba dancing to Class 1 this half term and Cheerleading to KS2 in a very successful after school club.

(ii) Class 3 pupils have taken part in the planned programme of swimming lessons this half term at Hoyland Leisure Centre and I am very grateful to their staff for teaching our children these life saving skills.
(iii) Our school football team took part in the Christian Cup at Barnsley Academy, Oakwell, on Tuesday, 21st June winning through to the semi final stage.  The team won the St Pius Cup at St Michael’s, Wombwell, on Tuesday, 5th July.
(iv) Our Y5 / 6 Cricket team played in the finals of the South Yorkshire schools finals in Whiston, Thursday, 23rd June. 
(v) Children in Year 5 took part in a “Bikeability” Cycling Proficiency project from Monday, 27th June, and I trust that they will use their road safety skills wisely during the summer break and in the future.
(vi) Our Sports’ Afternoon, Wednesday, 29th June, was a great success and medals / certificates were presented to the winners and runners up in each year group the following Friday.  
(i) If you are considering having your child’s ears pierced over the summer break - only 
   
 
one pair of simple studs is allowed to be worn -  please do so as soon as possible so that 
the lobes have time to heal before our return.  No other body piercings are allowed.  PE is a 
    

compulsory subject and studs must be removed by the child before each lesson.  Our 
    

advice is that pupils do not wear them to school on PE days – Wednesdays (all classes) 
Class 1 – Mondays, Class 2 – Tuesdays, Classes 3 and 4 – Fridays, Class 5 
Thursdays.  

Thanks go to Mrs Ivy Dorchester – Brown, who has played a major part in developing sports in our school over the last ten years.  Her encouragement and coaching skills have resulted in over 90% of our KS2 children representing our school in tournaments this year and she even took part in our family visit to Blackpool last October! The School Sports Partnership has had its funding reduced drastically in the new school year and Ivy’s position, as well as all the other coaches have sadly been lost.

(C)
ICT / MEDIA

(i) The outstanding use of ICT / Media work in our school continues to be developed. The work supports many areas of the curriculum and has provided the stimulus for several projects during the year.  
(ii) This week “What if?” a film made by Class 2, is to be shown in the Boscars (Barnsley’s Oscars).  The film can be seen on our web site and is centred on very imaginative alternatives to familiar stories!  Films and other media work can be seen in the Media section of our school website.  The sabbatical Heads were amazed at the quality of our work and have gone back to their own schools with plans to develop this area of the creative curriculum.  
(D)
MUSIC AND DANCE 
(i)
Children in Classes 4 and 5 performed ukulele in a concert at Elsecar Heritage Centre, Wednesday, 16th June.  
(ii) 
The school enjoyed a lively brass concert by Barnsley Music Service, Friday, 24th June. 
(iii)
On Wednesday, 16th July, Class 2 performed the cha cha magnificently at Magna as part of         a celebration of the Essentially Dance project in South Yorkshire.

(iv)
Our afternoon of music and dance took place yesterday Monday, 18th July.  The afternoon raised funds for our African link school, KAG,  as well as giving pupils the chance to perform for parents.  This event annually provides the stage for our pupils to demonstrate their talents and the tremendous range of instruments played in our school.  For our small school to offer guitar, clarinet, flute, keyboard and brass and to teach ocarina and ukulele to over ninety pupils is remarkable and I am very grateful to all our peripatetic music teachers from Barnsley Music Service.  Congratulations to all the children who took part showing the progress that they have made on their different instruments as well as their dancing skills.  Congratulations, also, to Sophie Myers who was presented with the trophy for St Helen’s “Musician of the Year” for her hard work throughout the year.
(v)         Music and Dance continues to play an important part in our school and I hope that some of our pupils continue to develop their skills out of school and in the future.  Next year I hope to introduce a weekly singing session to Classes 1 and 2, taught by Mrs Penny Yates from the Music Service, and also encourage more children to join our after school choir each Tuesday, led by Mr Chris McShane.
2.
VISITS AND VISITORS

(i) Our 2011 – 12 starters and parents attended the annual induction afternoon, Thursday, 16th June, when the parents were given a guided tour of the school by our Year 6 leavers.  

(ii) Y4 pupils in Class 4 have taken part in the Playing for Success scheme at Oakwell and Shaw Lane, Barnsley using the wonderful sporting facilities and computer / study suites.  Due to our excellent relationships with the organisers this is the third group of pupils who have taken part this school year. Their last session is this Thursday.
(iii) Class 3 walked around Langsett Reservoir on Tuesday, 21st June, in preparation for their residential visit to Crowden YHA, 22nd – 24th June, where they had a wonderful time taking part in exciting activities dry and wet!  Pictures on the school website Summer term “Diary” section show what fun they had – particularly river scrambling!   The children were a credit to the school and their families with the way they helped and supported each other in the activities and in their rooms.

I really would like to thank the staff who have accompanied ninety children on three residential visits this year.  As a fully inclusive school, all the children in KS2 (including several with medical and other needs) have been given tremendous opportunities and experiences that they can treasure. Every visit has been a great success and we were blessed by good weather on most of the days.  Dates for next year’s visits are as follows:- Class 5 to Crowden (Wednesday, 28th – Friday 30th September 1st) Class 4 to Robin Hoods Bay (Monday 14th – Friday 23rd March 2012) and Class 3 to Crowden (Wednesday 13th – Friday 15th June, 2012).

(iv)   On Thursday, 30th June, Class 5 pupils took part in a Tudor Day as part of their History project. The day included the firing of a cannon on the school field, watched by the whole school.

(v) A group of Class 5 pupils took part in a French project at St Pius, Monday 28th June. This

was followed by a presentation of their work at Magna, Monday 5th July.  I am grateful to our peripatetic French teacher, Mrs Kate Hyland-Collier, who continues to teach French to KS2 pupils each week.
(vi)
Class 1 had a thoroughly enjoyable visit to Wentworth Garden Centre Farm and Adventure Area on Tuesday, 28th June.  

(vii)
Class 5 produced some fantastic artwork, Friday, 8th July, taught by visiting artists from Patchworks Art Company.
(viii)
Story Magic performed for the whole school on Thursday, 12th July, funded by the PFA.

(ix) Children in Class 5 attended a performance of “Guys and Dolls - The musical”  by Barnsley Youth Theatre at Carlton Community College last Friday, 15th July.
3. ST PIUS NEWS


Last Friday, 15th July, Year 6 pupils who transfer to Saint Pius in September took part in sporting events and a beautiful service, celebrated by Fr Brian Davies, our parish priest.  Our links with St Pius continue to grow year on year and our relationship is a very special one with the secondary school building on the special support systems and Christian ethos that have been developed at our own school.  The sporting tournaments that we have taken part in at St Pius are too numerous to mention but demonstrate the commitment of their PE department to providing quality opportunities for our pupils and those of other partnership schools.  Their PE staff, of course, includes Mrs Helen Yates (mother of Benjamin in Class 3) and Mr Adam Coefield, a former St Helen’s pupil.


In the new school year projects in mathematics and literacy are planned between all the St Pius partnership schools, supported by funds provided for St Pius as the centre of a Learning Community of Catholic Primary schools and I look forward to developing these curricular links.
   I would like to make special mention of St Pius Headteacher, Mrs Eileen Gilmartin who retires at the end of this week after an illustrious career of teaching solely at St Pius for over thirty five years.  We wish her every happiness in her retirement.  We also look forward to visits in the autumn by newly appointed Headteacher, Mr Tony Bishop and the continuing development of our relationships with St Pius, our nearest Catholic secondary school.
4. GOVERNORNING BODY NEWS

Congratulations to Mr Danny Gormonley, father of Lucy in Class 3, who was voted Parent Representative on the Federated Governing Body recently.
5.  
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

   This half term there has been an after school activity on four days each week.  Mondays – Let’s Get Cooking for a group of Class 3 pupils,  Tuesdays – Choir, Wednesday – KS2 Cheerleading and Fridays – KS2 Girls’ Football. I look forward to making arrangements for after school clubs in September.
6.
ATTENDANCE 

Congratulations to the following children who have had a 100% attendance over the whole school year, September 10 – July 11:- Rowan Pegg (Class 1) Nathan Chan (Class 4) Katie Chan, Sophie Myers and Luke Rogan (Class 5). Certificates are to be presented to these pupils this week and to those with above 99% attendance.  Well Done!   Please note that the % attendance record on the reports was up to the May Spring Bank break only.
The average attendance for the school is 95% which is above local and national averages. 
Could I remind parents that applications for holidays to be taken during the first half of the Autumn term (September 5th  – October 21st) and, for Year 6 pupils during the period of preparation for SATs week (April 16th  - May 18th 2012) cannot be authorised.  

7.
PFA NEWS

(i)
I am very grateful to our small committee who have made arrangements for this year’s events. Over £3,000 has been raised this year and this has helped pay for swimming lessons for Classes 3, 4 and 5, several theatre performances for the whole school, additional expenses at Christmas, library books, Foundation Stage and Class 2 equipment.  All our children benefit from your support for these events.  
(ii)
Thanks to those who brought in bottles on Friday, 8th July,  for our next big event, Fun Day, on Saturday, 24th September.  If you forgot or did not have the chance please consider making your contribution at your earliest opportunity.  It all helps.
(iii)
We have had regular Discos this year attended by many of our pupils.  I also enjoy being updated with news from former pupils who continue to come along.  I am very grateful to former pupil, Daniel Smart, who has provided the sounds and special lighting at our monthly discos.  I am also very grateful to the parents who come to help serve refreshments and tidy up at the end of the night.  Without their attendance our discos could not take place. 

8.
SUMMER READING

Please encourage your child to join the Summer Reading Challenge at Barnsley Libraries this summer. The theme this year is Circus Stars.  The challenge runs throughout the summer until Saturday,  10th September.  The challenge is for children to visit the library around three times during the summer and read (or be read to) six books of their choice from the library.  These can be fiction or non-fiction. There are circus themed rewards to collect and FREE to sign up.  

 

9.
TUESDAY 19TH JULY  -
LEAVERS’ MASS 9.15am 

THURSDAY, 21ST JULY – LEAVERS’ NIGHT 7.30pm

A special mass was offered for our Y6 Leavers this morning, Tuesday, 19th July, when they were joined in church by Classes 3 and 4.  On Thursday night our Year 6 pupils will entertain their parents, families and friends at The Annual Leavers’ Night in the Catholic Club.  The occasion is a celebration of our Leavers’ years at St Helen’s.  I wish them all the very best for the future.  
They are:- Tammara Birchall, Oliver Brammah, Lydia Byrd, Liam Callan, Lucy Catchpole, Katy Chan, Marybeth Fieldsend, Erin Keane, Elisa Lorin, Emily Lovell, Sam March, Nathan McCallum, Millie McGregor, Alice Moore, Sophie Myers, Pamela Nziko, Chelsea Oldham, Luke Rogan, Joseph Saunders, Star Snowden, Nicole Stephenson and Joel Whitworth.
They have been a credit to their families and the school over the last seven years and I trust that they will work hard at their prospective secondary schools to build on their primary school achievements.  I will be watching their progress, as always, with great interest and I hope they will come back to see me at future Children’s Discos to keep me updated with their successes.   I thank their parents for their support over the last seven years (for some even longer!) and especially those who have no younger children at St Helen’s. I hope they will always feel part of our school community and will still keep in touch by supporting our school events - starting on Saturday, September 24th with our Annual Fun Day!   We also say goodbye this week to Year 4 pupil Erin Rowe and wish her well in her new house and school, Heathergarth Primary School.  

Mrs Cynthia Layte. Mrs Layte has provided support for children in both key stages over the last thirteen years.  She has always acted with great dignity and has earned the respect of all the children that she has supported during these years.  We all wish her every happiness in her retirement.  
And finally …… This year has brought with it many wonderful memories  including:-  our residential visits to Crowden and Robin Hoods Bay, The Pantomime – Snow White and the Seven Dwarves, visits to York, The Diocesan “In Reality” team Easter week and their wonderful assembly,  Sister Beate’s work in preparation for Pentecost, our special masses celebrated by Fr Brian, our performances in sporting events especially our first entries in rugby and golf, the success of the after school clubs, in particular Let’s Get Cooking, the Quality Mark award for continuing to provide a curriculum of quality, our Media work in all classes and the family visit to Blackpool Tower and Illuminations including the children’s Cha Cha in the Tower Ballroom – my personal, favourite memory of the year!  All of this for me was “topped” with a sabbatical experience that included visits to federation schools in the north of England as well as prayer retreats in beautiful places like Fountains, Jervaulx and Rivaulx  Abbeys, Durham and Ripon Cathedrals, Mount St Grace in Osmotherley and the wonderfully spiritual Holy Island. This really has been a memorable year.  The experience has allowed me the space to plan and look forward with great anticipation to September, the start of a new school year!  I am very grateful to Mr Griffiths, our Deputy Headteacher for twenty five years, for his control of school affairs during this period.
I thank all the staff - teaching, support, caretaking, lunch time and administrative - for their commitment and hard work throughout the year.  I thank the children for their part in maintaining the school’s excellent reputation locally and you, the parents and grandparents, for your continued support … and for reading my numerous letters and newsletters over the year!  
I trust you and your family have a relaxing summer break whether you are going to Wentworth, Worsborough or even a wedding!  
NB Following a price rise from our contracted milk supplier, Fresh Pastures, the price of school milk will increase to £25.50 for the school year, £8.50 per term, commencing in September. 

SCHOOL RE-OPENS 
ON MONDAY, 4TH SEPTEMBER 2011

SCHOOL OPENS




SCHOOL CLOSES

MONDAY, 5TH SEPTEMBER, 2011


FRIDAY, 21st OCTOBER, 2011
MONDAY, 31ST  OCTOBER, 2011


TUESDAY, 20TH DECEMBER, 2011
TUESDAY, 3RD  JANUARY, 2012


FRIDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY, 2012
MONDAY, 20TH FEBRUARY, 2012


THURSDAY, 5TH APRIL, 2012
TUESDAY, 17TH APRIL, 2012



FRIDAY, 25TH MAY, 2012
MONDAY, 11TH JUNE, 2012



FRIDAY, 20TH JULY, 2012
SCHOOL IS ALSO CLOSED FOR STAFF INSET
ON THURSDAY, 15TH & FRIDAY 16th SEPTEMBER
AND THURSDAY 3RD /  FRIDAY 4TH MAY












