ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

                                                                                              Tuesday, 21st June, 2011
Dear Parent





1. MRS BRIDGET WILDSMITH 

It was with great sadness that I received the news last Friday that Mrs Bridget Wildsmith, who celebrated her 100th birthday last January, had passed away.  Over the years Mrs Wildsmith has been one of the greatest, most active supporters of our school.  Mrs Wildsmith attended St Helen’s as a pupil, living opposite the school for most of her life.  She was a school Governor at St Helen’s for many years and only retired from this position at the age of eighty five.  Even in her final meeting she was extremely active, always fighting for the very best for our children.  Only a few years ago she demanded that a local councillor visit her as she so vehemently disagreed with the introduction of charges for our pupils on the St Pius school bus!  The funeral takes place next Monday when our school will, of course, be represented.  Our thoughts and prayers are with her family at this sad time.

2.  SCHOOL SECURITY / CHILD PROTECTION


During the Spring Bank break a new digital lock was fitted to the children’s entrance door at the rear of the school for extra security.  Parents should be aware that this rear door is solely for the children’s entrance / exit to and from the playground and should not be used by parents for unrestricted entrance to school.  If a parent needs to come into the school building to speak with a teacher or the office staff the main front entrance to school should be used so that all visitors to the school can be monitored. I have asked the school caretaker, Mrs Jane McDermid to close the children’s door each day once the children have been brought in at 8.55am and to lock the gates that give access to the playground.  I am aware that groups of parents continue to chat in the playground after the children have come in and I only wish we had a parenting room to cater for this.  Could I ask that the front area of school is used for this purpose. Children arriving after the doors / gates are closed will need to enter via the front door. The security of the school and safety of pupils and staff are paramount to everything that we do in our school. Could I remind all parents that the school starts at 8.55am.
3.  STRIKE ACTION NOT AFFECTING OUR SCHOOL NEXT WEEK
You may be aware of news that strike action by two teaching unions in response to pension issues will cause many schools to close next week on Thursday, 30th June.  As none of our staff is a member of either of these unions the strike action will not affect our school and we will be open as normal.  Could I ask parents of children who attend Kirk Balk Secondary School or St Pius to discourage their children from visiting us if their schools are closed – much as we enjoy seeing our former pupils!  I will contact you only if other unions decide to join in the strike action and the situation changes. 

NB FOLLOWING A NUMBER OF RECENT REPORTS COULD I ASK YOU POLITELY TO PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S HAIR AND WET COMB REGULARLY.  
NEXT WEEK MONDAY 27TH JUNE – FRIDAY, 1ST JULY – YEAR 5 BIKEABILITY WEEK

TUESDAY, 28TH JUNE – CLASS 1 VISIT TO WENTWORTH (LEAVING AT 10am)

WEDNESDAY, 29TH JUNE – SPORTS’ AFTERNOON FROM 1.30pm

FRIDAY, 1ST JULY, AT 3pm – PRESENTATION OF SPORTS’ MEDALS IN THE HALL
