ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

                                                                          Tuesday, 14th June, 2011
Dear Parents / Guardians 

Welcome back.  I hope you have had an enjoyable Spring Bank holiday and that the final half of the summer term will bring us fine weather through to the end of term on Friday, 22nd July and beyond!  On sunny days your child should wear a hat for protection.  You will find attached a letter re sun cream.   We welcome Miss Wright back to Class 3 following an operation at the beginning of May.  During the break our Foundation Stage outdoor learning area was resurfaced, new external doors fitted to Class 2 cloakroom / entrance and the Children’s rear entrance while Classes 3 and 4 windows were fitted with solar film.  In addition plans are being drawn up for the extensions to the front of the school building that will hopefully begin in September.
1.
SPONSORED WALKS – THURSDAY, 26TH MAY
We were so fortunate with the weather for the sponsored walks before the Spring Bank break.  The children did very well with Class 1 children completing the walk so enthusiastically!   Sponsorship money is already coming in. Please pass on my thanks to those who have contributed.  If you have not already done so, sponsor sheets should be brought in for the teachers to sign.  As you are aware the sponsor money is going towards next year’s swimming lessons for all KS2 pupils.
2.
PARKING 

Our community policeman, Mick Mason, is to continue to monitor parking at the end of the school day and I appeal to all those who collect children by car to park legally and responsibly, avoiding causing congestion on the church lane and causing potential danger to pupils and parents.  We have permission to use the Catholic Club car park. Please park considerately and be aware that there may be children behind your vehicle when you are reversing.  Please read carefully the attached parking leaflet prepared by Mr Chris Hamer and make sure that other adults who collect your child by car read it too. 
3.
CLASS 3 RESIDENTIAL VISIT TO CROWDEN NEXT WEEK

Class 3 will be taking part in a residential visit to Crowden YHA next week from Wednesday, 22nd – Friday, 24th June where they will be experiencing such activities as climbing, abseiling, river walking, zip wire across a ravine, orienteering, archery and much more!  As I will be accompanying the visit Mr Griffiths, Deputy Headteacher, will be in charge of managing the school during this period.  Prior to the visit the children will be walking at Langsett Reservoir on Tuesday, 21st June.
4.
HEADTEACHERS’ INTER-DIOCESAN SABBATICAL EXPERIENCE

I am very grateful to the school Governors for allowing me the wonderful opportunity to take part in an inter-diocesan sabbatical this half term.  From Monday, 27th June – Friday, 15th July I will be joining a group of Headteachers from the north eastern dioceses to work together on a number of projects away from school.  The focus of my work will be the leadership of federated Catholic schools and I will be visiting and interviewing Headteachers of federations in Durham, Doncaster and Blackburn, Lancashire.  I am sure that my work will benefit the federation of our three Catholic primary schools in Hoyland, Wombwell and Goldthorpe.  Mr Griffiths will be in charge of school affairs during this period.
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any queries.

Yours sincerely

SP Harrison
NB  This Thursday, 16th June, we are holding our annual Induction Afternoon for the new parents and pupils who will start at St Helen’s in September.  Please be aware that there will be extra cars parking in the immediate area that afternoon. 
CHILDREN’S DISCO THIS FRIDAY, 17TH JUNE, 6.30 – 8pm

