ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Dear Parent







      
Monday, 5th September, 2011

1.
WELCOME BACK!

Happy New (School) Year!  I trust you and your family have had an enjoyable summer break and that your child is fully refreshed and ready to work hard this year.  Attached are numerous letters including information about KS2 residential visits, music tuition (which starts this week), Building Fund plus Fun Day Raffle tickets.  I am sorry to be sending all of this on the first day back but at least I can be certain that you have all current information.  The teachers will shortly be sending you specific details of the class timetables and projects planned for the Autumn term and you can also look at our web site www.sthelenslive.net for school information and diary dates.  Our end of year events were very enjoyable and the Annual Leavers’ Night was a great celebration for the Y6 pupils and their parents. We now look forward to all that the new school year brings.  Could I remind you that school is closed on Thursday, 15th and Friday, 16th September as the staffs of our federation schools receive training in a new Literacy programme that is being introduced into our schools this year.
We welcome twenty five new children into our school this week.  This is the first time that all our new Reception pupils have been admitted at the start of the school year as is now the policy in Barnsley.  They are:- Megan Allott, Liam Armitage, Harry Burton, Aofie Callaghan, Leonie Callan, Freddie Coley, Maxamillian Crump, Marcus Curteanu, Niamh Deakin, Kacey Dickinson, AllishaEllins, Frankie Hinkles, Alfie March, Gracie Mcgregor, Tyler Stear, Jacob Whitworth, Isobel Wilkie, Felix Yates, Sebastian Yates, Dalton Miles, Alexander Hopkinson, Luke Thompson.In addition Billy Hopkinson and Katie Taylor Dobson  have joined Class 3, Bethany  Hamer  and Jordan Costa have joined Class 5.    I trust that all our new children and their parents will settle quickly and be welcomed into our school community.
Many children will have started in a new class today.  I appreciate that some may worry about a change to their routine – many parents will too!  Could I ask you to help your child to become more independent by making sure that (s)he arrives in time for the bell at 8.55am, encouraging and letting him / her come into school on his / her own when the bell rings to be responsible for  changing own shoes, hanging up coats etc.  Could I ask that parents do not walk down the main corridor with children but to use the main door if there is a need to speak with the office staff.  Please find included in the “Dates for your Diary” section a reminder of this year’s term / holiday dates.  Could I remind all parents that I cannot authorise applications for holidays to be taken during the first half of the Autumn term (September  5th   – October 21st 2011).  Also, it is vital that our records are kept up to date and correct so please let the office know immediately if any of your contact telephone numbers (including mobile and work) or addresses have changed. Please be aware of the importance of contacting school to explain any absence before 9am and of the school’s aim to contact parents by 9.30am of any unexplained absences. While we encourage good school attendance I would not want you to send your child to school if he / she is unwell and unfit to take part in all school activities.  We must try to avoid the risk of children passing on germs to other pupils and staff members in these circumstances.
We also welcome to St Helen’s this week some new members of staff.  Mrs Louise Fontana and Mrs Clare Storey have been appointed as Teaching Assistants in Classes 4 and 5 respectively while Mr Roy Copley has replaced Mrs Lyn Bright as School Crossing Patrol.  We wish them well in their work in our school.

2.
SCHOOL PASTORAL CARE 

(i) 
One of the outstanding areas identified in our last Ofsted inspection that we have continued to develop has been in our Pastoral Care systems.  Very often we involve our school nurse, Mrs Fiona Louth, in discussions where a parent has concerns ranging from medical, behavioural or developmental.  Fiona’s work in our school has been thoroughly appreciated by pupils, staff and parents alike.  This half term Fiona is to be available for parents to speak to on Thursday mornings from 9 – 10am in the school library starting this Thursday, 8th September.  While the sessions may be organised as a “drop in” it would be very helpful indeed if you could contact me to arrange an appointment so that the sessions can be run professionally.  All discussions are, of course, confidential.

(ii)
Information about our Rainbows club is attached.  Your child will shortly be bringing home a letter about the club which is led by Teaching Assistants trained in running the ten week programme.  If your child has suffered a loss in his / her life ie a family bereavement or a separation that is, perhaps, causing him / her to worry please give serious consideration to your child joining this group, held during the school day, and treated to a trip out during the term.  Children who have joined the club previously have thoroughly enjoyed and benefited from this “special” time.  
(iii)
Following requests last year Mrs Laura Rendell, our Parenting Programme organiser, is to hold a series of parenting programmes for dads.  These sessions - “Dad’s Army” - will take place on four consecutive Wednesdays after the half term break, 6 – 7.30pm starting Wednesday, 9th November.
3.
PFA NEWS 
(i) Our first PFA meeting of the new school year is tomorrow, Tuesday, 6th September at 
7pm.  New faces (as well as more familiar ones!) are more than welcome to come and join our committee at this first meeting as we plan for Fun Day and other autumn term events.  
(ii) Our first Children’s Disco takes place this Friday, 9th September, 6.30 – 8pm.  In order
to hold discos monthly we need parents willing to help so that it does not always fall on the same ones.  Please contact Mrs Laraine Smith in the office or myself  to offer your help at the Disco.  Admission remains at £1.  Congratulations and best wishes to our DJ, former pupil Daniel Smart, who begins the school year as Head Boy of Kirk Balk.
(iii) OUR ANNUAL FUN DAY IS ON SATURDAY 24th SEPTEMBER,  2 – 4pm.  
Your help is needed to make this a success. As our biggest fundraiser of the year is less than three weeks away there is no time to lose.  Five books of raffle tickets are attached to sell to friends, relatives and work colleagues.  Further books will be available from the office.  I will also be sending you a flyer of ways to support the event.  Thank you to all who donated bottles for our Fun Day stall before the break.   
4.
 SCHOOL BUILDING WORK
Despite its age our school remains in excellent condition due to the annual repair/ maintenance programme.  I am very grateful to our caretaking staff, Mrs Jane McDermid and Mrs Jenny Batty, for their work during the summer break, while the rest of us were enjoying the fine weather, making sure the premises are looking at their best.  Parents’ contributions to the annual Building Fund last school year were in excess of £1,200, for which we are extremely grateful.  Our next planned phase of building work is at the front of school.  This will see extensions to the entrance area, larger and more suitable administration and Head’s offices as well as additional teaching space in the library.  This work, which is planned to start in January, will cost in excess of £200,000 of which our share is to be £10,000.   The Diocese has agreed to contribute £10,000 towards the project.   Could I ask you once again, to support the Building Fund contribution of £18 per family or, if you prefer to pay in instalments, £3 per half term. 
5.
SCHOOL MILK AND DINNERS
The variety of meals made available each day (see office window) to around eighty pupils is worthy of special mention.  Our school catering staff – Mrs Margaret Hayes, Mrs June Hardwick and Mrs Margaret Ackroyd – do a wonderful job in one of the smallest canteens in Barnsley.  Dinner envelopes are attached for those who have school meals (£8.50 per week, £1.70 per day) for which payment is due on the first day of each week.  The menus can also be accessed via the school website.  The price of school milk has increased to £25.50 for the school year (£8.50 per term) payable, please, by this Friday, 9th September if possible – see appropriate slip.  There is no charge for those entitled to Scheme of Aid. Please contact Mrs Orrell if you have any queries.  As we are unable to change the milk orders on a daily basis, there may be some discrepancies in this first week when we need to estimate orders. Also, as our area of Barnsley continues to receive negative press for its poor dental records could I encourage you to order dental milk for your child.  Please let us know by Friday if you want your child to have school milk. 
6.
PE AND SPORTS 

(i)
  We welcome a new PE / Sports coach, Miss Erica McCabe, to our school this week replacing Mr Michael Wood who now teaches in Doncaster.   All classes will continue to have two PE / Sports lessons each week.  ALL CLASSES HAVE PE ON WEDNESDAYS STARTING THIS WEDNESDAY, 7TH SEPTEMBER.  Whenever possible the lessons will be outdoors.  Children in Classes 1 and 2 should wear outdoor kit, including trainers, to school each Wednesday bringing their school uniform in a bag.  KS2 children should bring their kit in a bag each week.  Please ensure your child brings the correct kit on PE days.  In addition:-  

Class 1 - Mondays, Class 2 - Tuesdays, Classes 3 & 4 - Fridays, Class 5 - Thursdays.   
7.
MUSIC 
(i) CLASS 1 + 2 SINGING LESSONS Mrs Penny Yates, who teaches woodwind in our school, is to teach singing in Classes 1 and 2 this term on Mondays.
(ii) KS2 TUESDAY CHOIR I hope the children in KS2 that have a special talent for singing will want to join the Tuesday after school Choir – see 8c below. 
(iii) CLASS 3 MUSIC LESSONS
Mr Chris McShane, peripatetic music teacher, is to continue to teach singing in Class 3 on Tuesdays  and Class 3 will be taught ocarina each Tuesday.  A separate letter will be sent to the “new” children in Class 3 children regarding ocarina lessons. 
(iv) CLASSES 4 AND 5 will be taught ukulele each Tuesday by Mr McShane. 
(v) INSTRUMENTAL TUITION   Instrumental tuition begins next week -  woodwind (Mondays), brass (Thursdays)  and guitar (Fridays). If your child is interested in learning to play an instrument please contact the school office immediately re availability of places. 
8.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

a. MONDAY FILM CLUB, 3.30 – 5pm,  starts next Monday, 12th September.  Children from all classes are invited and they may wish to bring a snack.  Details of the films and the exact finishing time (usually 5pm) will be displayed in the side office window each week.  Admission remains at £1 per week, £6 for the half term.  See attached slip.
b. MONDAY “LET’S GET COOKING CLUB, 3.30 – 5pm” The first group to be offered the chance to join this popular club will be Year 6 children.  The club, for which there is no charge, is led by Ms Beedham and Mrs Patsy Newell,.
c. TUESDAY KS2 CHOIR 3.30 – 4.15pm, - KS2 pupils are invited to join our school choir starting next week, led by Mr Chris McShane, for which there is no charge.  See attached slip.
d. WEDNESDAY KS2 STREET DANCE,  3.30 – 4.30pm,  starting next week, Wednesday, 14th September, led by Mrs Bekki Youel who taught  cheerleading / zumba last term.  There is a charge of £2 per week - see attached slip.
e. WEDNESDAY YEAR 2  MULTI SPORTS SKILLS, 3.30 – 4.30pm, starts next week, 14th September, led by Miss Erica McCabe. There is no charge for the six sessions but parents should be aware that the club will be held outdoors each week (as the hall is being used for KS2 dance) and therefore waterproofs may be necessary. 
f. FRIDAY KS2 GIRLS’ FOOTBALL SKILLS, 3.30 – 4.30pm,  starts Friday, 23rd
September,  led by Miss Leanne de Silva who plays for Manchester City Ladies’ team. Further information will be sent as soon as this is confirmed.   
9.    SCHOOL LETTERS BY E-MAIL

This letter has already been sent to all parents who are on my e-mail list.  If you have not received it electronically but would like to receive all communication in the future via e-mail please contact me by this Friday on p.harrison1@barnsley.org   This will ensure delivery of school info even when your child is absent! 
10.  CONDOLENCES 
I was saddened to hear the news last week that Mrs Pauline Atkinson and Mrs Enid Eaden had passed away.  Pauline has been a voluntary helper in our Reception class for over two years hearing children read on a regular basis. Enid, Grandmother of Samuel in Class 5, was a great supporter of our school helping at several events including the Let’s Get Cooking Club and the making of Advent wreathes.  Our thoughts and prayers are with their families at this sad time.

Once again I am looking forward to another successful year with a number of exciting projects already arranged.  You can see photos of all our events as they happen on www.sthelenslive.net   In order to comply with safeguarding policy could I please ask you to return the slip attached giving approval for your child’s photograph to be taken on school activities.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries.
Yours sincerely 

SP Harrison

NB  The photographer will be in school next week on Tuesday, 13th September, to take individual photographs.  Parents are welcome to bring any other siblings into the school hall at 9am for a family photograph.  Children with brothers / sisters in school will have their photograph taken together, not individually, unless you inform the school office otherwise.
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY (AS AT 5/9/11)

SEPTEMBER

TUESDAY 6TH 
7pm  PFA MEETING IN CLASS 5
THURSDAY 8TH & EVERY THURSDAY 9–10am FIONA LOUTH AVAILABLE IN LIBRARY

FRIDAY 9TH 

6.30 – 8pm  CHILDREN’S DISCO
MONDAY 12TH 
3.30–5pm AFTER SCHOOL FILM & LET’S GET COOKING CLUBS BEGIN
TUESDAY 13TH 
am PHOTOGRAPHS  3.30 – 4.15pm KS2 AFTER SCHOOL CHOIR BEGINS
WEDNESDAY 14TH 3.30 – 4.30pm  KS2 STREET DANCE & Y2 MULTI SPORTS CLUB BEGIN
THURSDAY 15TH 
SCHOOL CLOSED FOR FEDERATION INSET
FRIDAY 16TH 
       “

“
  “

“
      “
TUESDAY 20TH 
CLASS 5 VISIT TO CRUCIAL CREW EVENT  - PARENTS’ EVENING (I)

WEDNESDAY 21ST PARENTS’ EVENING (2)

FRIDAY 23RD
3.30 – 4.30pm AFTER SCHOOL GIRLS’ FOOTBAL CLUB BEGINS

SATURDAY 24TH 
2 – 4pm FUN DAY 
TUESDAY 27TH 
CLASS 5 VISIT TO LANGSETT
 

WEDNESDAY 28TH -  FRIDAY 30TH CLASS 5 RESIDENTIAL VISIT TO CROWDEN YHA
OCTOBER

FRIDAY 7TH 

6.30 – 8pm  CHILDREN’S DISCO 

MONDAY 17TH 
1.15 – 3.15pm KS1 PARENTS’ WORKSHOP re LETTERS & SOUNDS
FRIDAY 21ST 
ANNUAL KS2 CF CHARITY CONKER CHAMPIONSHIP
3.30pm  SCHOOL CLOSES FOR HALF TERM 

SCHOOL RE-OPENS ON MONDAY 31ST OCTOBER
SCHOOL MILK 2011 - 2012  

I wish my child to have milk this year  YES / NO   I enclose payment of £25.50
My child is entitled to Scheme of Aid   YES / NO  I wish my child to have Dental Milk *YES /  NO 

CHILD’S NAME ……………………………..

PARENT’S SIGNATURE …………………………….      DATE …………………….



PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER, 2011
.........................................................................................................................................................
ST HELEN’S SCHOOL GOVERNORS’ MAINTENANCE (BUILDING) FUND

*I ENCLOSE £18 PAYMENT FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 2011 – 2012
*I WISH TO PAY IN HALF TERMLY INSTALMENTS AND ENCLOSE £3 

CHILD’S NAME ………………………………..
  
PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ……………………….................... 

DATE ………………………..

*Please delete as appropriate

.........................................................................................................................................................
ST HELEN’S SCHOOL MONDAY AFTER SCHOOL FILM CLUB
I ENCLOSE £6 PAYMENT (PER CHILD) FOR THIS HALF TERM

Re-imbursement will be made at half term for any missed sessions

CHILD(REN)’S NAME(S)  ………………………………..
  
PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ………………………..............................    DATE ………………………..



PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER, 2011
..........................................................................................................................................................

ST HELEN’S KS2 TUESDAY CHOIR
MY CHILD WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE CHOIR (no charge)

I WILL COLLECT HIM / HER AT 4.15pm 

CHILD’S NAME ………………………………..
  

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ……………………….............................     DATE ………………………..



PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER, 2011
..........................................................................................................................................................

ST HELEN’S KS2 WEDNESDAY STREET DANCE CLUB 3.30 – 4.30pm 
MY CHILD WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE STREET DANCE CLUB 
I WILL COLLECT HIM / HER FROM SCHOOL AT 4.30pm EACH WEEK  YES / NO 
OR MY CHILD IS ALLOWED TO MAKE HIS / HER OWN WAY HOME  YES / NO
I ENCLOSE PAYMENT OF £12 (£2 PER WEEK  (£10 FOR C5 PUPILS WHO MISS 28/9/11)
CHILD’S NAME ………………………………..
  

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ……………………...........................…     DATE ………………………..



PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER, 2011 
....................................................................................................................................................
YEAR 2 WEDNESDAY OUTDOOR MULTI SPORTS CLUB 3.30 – 4.40pm
MY CHILD WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE ABOVE CLUB
I WILL COLLECT HIM / HER AT 4.30pm 
CHILD’S NAME ………………………………..
  
PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ……………………..........................…     DATE ………………………..



PLEASE RETURN BY FRIDAY, 9th SEPTEMBER, 2011

