ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Dear Parent / Guardian                                                                    Wednesday, 26th January, 2011
I sincerely hope that we are seeing the end of the heavy colds / viruses / flu “bugs” that so many have experienced since the start of the New Year!  This period of the year is often seen as the “quiet” season although there is so much happening in school to keep everyone focussed on working hard in the classrooms.

1.
PARENT APPOINTMENTS
Parent Evening appointments have been set and sent home for either Tuesday, 8th or Wednesday, 9th February (Thursday, 10th for Class 2) with alternative arrangements made for children with Special Educational Needs whose meetings require the attendance of the class teacher as well as Ms Beedham, SEN coordinator).  Please do not hesitate to contact the class teacher if you need to make an alternative appointment or me if you have siblings and find that their meetings have not been arranged on the same evening with a gap of approximately twenty minutes between.  These meetings are vital in giving you an update on your child’s progress and for you to fill the teacher in with any changing circumstances that may affect his / her performance.

2.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
Monday’s Film Club 3.30 – 5pm  (or 5.15pm depending on the film) is our longest running club and is very rarely cancelled.  However, if the numbers attending fall any more I will have to reconsider.  Please support this club which is open to all pupils and runs every Monday.

Tuesday’s KS2 Choir (3.30 – 4.15pm)  starts next Tuesday, 1st February, as Mr Chris McShane has been absent following a minor operation.  There is still, therefore, time for children who enjoy singing to join by contacting the school office.

Wednesday’s KS2 Basketball Club (3.30 – 4.30pm) will be open to Class 3 pupils after the half term break.  After Easter there will be a Wednesday Zumba Tonic exercise club for children in Classes 1 and 2 followed in the final half term by KS2 Cheerleading club.

Thursday’s Let’s Get Cooking Club begins after half term for children in Class 3 and there is already a waiting list for this popular club. 

Before Christmas many parents completed the Children’s Talents slips.  This information is important as I am required annually to give evidence that our pupils take part in after school activities and develop healthy lifestyles .  I am always amazed at how many clubs many of our pupils attend out of school!  Dance / Drama / Sports Clubs Cricket / Football / Swimming / Gymnastics/Judo/Tae Kwondo/Horse Riding/Cubs feature largely with one or two surprises (ie Ice skating and Beagle hunts!) and many receiving awards for their achievements.  Parents of new Reception pupils should find attached the slip to record any outside clubs that their children attend.
3.
KAG – OUR KENYAN LINK SCHOOL
Mr Mike Williams spoke to pupils at assembly last week about the support we give to two pupils. Mwanakombo Saidi is ten years old.  Her parents grow and sell cashew nuts.  This is a very difficult way to earn a living and the family is very poor. Out of school, children are nearly always barefoot and school shoes are only for school.  Cecilia Francis is eight years old and lives a long way from the main road and from the nearest village. Every school-day, Cecilia leaves home at five o’clock in the morning (four hours before your school opens) as she has to walk for one hour to the main road to catch the school bus – but she never misses a day at school!   Mr Williams hopes to return to Kenya in November and to meet Cecilia and Mwanakombo and their families for the first time.  He told our pupils how distressing it is to see how their lives compare with ours but it is very rewarding to see the improvements being achieved.   These two girls will never forget our kindness.  Thank you again from Mwanakombo and Cecilia.
4.
AFRICAN DANCE AFTERNOON – FRIDAY, 4TH FEBRUARY

I have arranged for an African Dance team from Uganda to work with some of our pupils on Friday, 4th February in the afternoon.  Parents are invited to a performance of African Dance at 3pm.  This is likely to be followed at 3.30pm by a sale of their goods but parents are under no obligation to make purchases.
5. 
VISIT TO SHEFFIELD SHARKS BASKETBALL MATCH – FRIDAY, 4TH FEBRUARY

Parents and pupils are invited to take part in our family visit to the EIS in Sheffield for the Sharks Basketball match v Worcester Wolves on Friday, 4th February.  A coach will leave school at 5.30pm returning for approximately 8.30pm. Those who know the rules if the game will be aware that a “draw” is not allowed and that an extra period is played if the scores are even at full time.  The cost of the visit is £6 per person.  Please return the slip below by next Tuesday, 1st February, so that I can finalise the arrangements with the organisers.
6.
WALK ONCE A WEEK SCHEME

If your child has walked to or from school twice this week please check that he / she has told the teacher or ticked the chart in class. The special badges are to be handed out at assembly this Friday but I can only act on what is recorded on the charts. Could I remind you that if you bring / collect your child by car he/ she can still qualify by parking away from the immediate area and walking to / from school once a week from next week.
7.
HOLIDAYS / INSET DAYS

Parents may have noticed the rather strange way that bank holidays / Inset (In-service training for

teachers each year) have occurred in May, straight after a late Easter break.  We only return from 

the Easter break on Wednesday, 27th April and (if you were listening closely to the storytellers at 

the Snow White Pantomime!) you will be aware that Friday, 29th April is an additional Bank Holiday 

(Royal Wedding) with Monday, 2nd May the annual May Bank Holiday.  Unfortunately, as our 
school is used as a polling station on the first Thursday of each May, we have no alternative but to 
close on this day each year (Thursday, 5th May) and therefore use it for Inset.  To simplify matters 

we traditionally take the following day (Friday, 6th May) as Inset.  This will mean an unavoidably 

disrupted start to the summer term and is particularly unhelpful to the Y6 pupils who will be in their 
final stages of SAT preparation.
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries about any school matter.

Yours sincerely

SP Harrison
NB The next Children’s Disco is planned for Friday, 11th February, 6.30 – 8pm.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
VISIT TO SHEFFIELD SHARKS BASKETBALL MATCH – FRIDAY, 4TH FEBRUARY

I would like ....... Adult tickets and ........ Child tickets for the above trip.

I enclose £ .........   (£6 each) 
CHILD’S NAME ................................................

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ................................................

DATE .....................................  PLEASE RETURN BY TUESDAY, 1ST FEBRUARY
