ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

 Wednesday. 7th December, 2011
Dear Parent

1.
“OAKWELLOMA – THE PANTOMIME” - THURSDAY 8TH & FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER
 
The afternoon concert begins at 1.30pm.  Doors open 12.45pm

The evening concerts begin at 6.30pm. Doors open at 5.30pm
· Rehearsals for this year’s pantomime are almost complete and the arrangements have been finalised.  The whole performance lasts about one hour thirty minutes.  Those who attend the first performance on Thursday afternoon will be able to give a more accurate idea of timing to those coming to the evening performances.  
· As the concert on Thursday afternoon begins at 1.30pm all the children will be ready for home by 3.30pm.  
· Reception children, who are not appearing in the pantomime but concentrating on the Nativity will spend the afternoon on the Catholic Club premises and are to be picked up there at 3.30pm.

· Children should aim to arrive at school at 6pm for the evening performances but should not go into the classrooms unless there is a member of staff to supervise them.   
· Year 1 children should assemble in the library. 

· There will be traffic congestion in the immediate vicinity so you may have to park away from school and walk a short distance.  

· If you, or a guest, require disabled access or other facility please let me know as soon as possible.  

· Photographs will be on sale at £1 each before / after each performance in Class 1.  Photos will also be posted on the school web site www.sthelenswlive.net  next week. Following discussions with Governors I would not want to refuse parents the opportunity to take photos of their own child in this year’s pantomime and Nativity BUT no flash photography or any other distraction to the performance is permitted. 
· Please sit near an exit if you are bringing a younger child so that you can take your child out if need be.  The children have worked so hard on their performances it is unfair to put them off giving their best and spoiling the enjoyment of others.

· Mince pies with wine or water will be on sale in Class 1 before each performance .  

· The main door will be locked five minutes before each performance and access to the hall after this time will be through the fire exit that is lit to the rear of the hall accessed via 
· Please remain in the hall after the show until all the children have safely returned to class.  Children will be ready for collection by 8.30pm.  Those who come to collect their child at this time should be aware that the main corridor will be congested with people coming out of the concert and should remain outside the main doors.
· After each performance there will be a collection for this year’s charity, our link School in Kenya. The admission charge of £2 for the school’s annual production is the best value for money you will get anywhere this Christmas so please give generously on your way out or send in a donation for this very worthy cause.  Mr Mike Williams is to give a presentation to the school next week following his recent visit to the school.
2. 
SCHOOL VISIT TO SHEFFIELD ICE – THIS FRIDAY, 9th DECEMBER 
· This Friday the children will leave school after an early lunch at 12.15pm for “The Spirit of Christmas” Ice Show at Sheffield Ice.   School uniform should be worn.  No spending money is needed.  You may wish to give your child a small snack to take in coat pockets.  We return to school for 4pm. A notice will be placed in the office window if the coaches are delayed. 

·  Please be aware that it will be dark, the area will be very congested and we have to get one hundred and fifty children safely off the coaches.  Please park away from the immediate area on West Street and allow room for the four coaches to park outside the school.  
·  Coach 1   Class 1 and the Year 1 children from Class 2 

· The children will be taken into the area in front of church.  

· Coach 2    Year 2 and Year 3 children from Class 3 
· The children will be taken to the area in front of the main school building where the large wooden planters are.   

· Coach 3    Years 4 and 5 from Classes 3, 4 and 5 

· The children will be taken to the area at the front of the building under the ST HELEN’S SCHOOL SIGN.  
· Coach 4
· Year 6 children will be taken to the side of the school field wall outside Class 5.  

· Children who are not collected at this time will be taken inside school.  Our Crossing Patrolman, Mr Roy Copley, will wait until all the coaches have left and when he considers it safe to begin crossing the pupils.  Could I ask all parents for patience, as safety is of paramount importance.  If you have to collect children from different coaches I suggest you collect your youngest child first.

· If you wish your child to make his / her way home alone after the Ice Show you should, by now, have returned the slip sent out last week.   
· The children who are appearing in the final performance of “Oakwelloma – The Pantomime” will need to be back in school at 6pm.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries regarding the above plans.

Yours sincerely

SP Harrison

