ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Dear Parent / Guardian                                                                       Monday, 28th November, 2011
1.
ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOLS IN HOYLAND & NEWHAM  

What an exciting day we had last Thursday with the visit of Mrs Hicks, Headteacher of St Helen’s Catholic Primary School in Newham, London.  Mrs Hicks gave our pupils a taste of life at her school, which is three times the size of ours, and I am looking forward to showing slides of our own school in Newham on Tuesday, 13th December.  I am sure that this really is a link that is going to benefit the whole school and help us to celebrate 2012, the year of the Olympics, with pupils from our school gaining from the Olympic experience in the East End of London.  
2.
LAST FRIDAY’S CHRISTINGLE SERVICE provided the ideal start to our preparations for Christmas and was attended by many parents.  The contributions, amounting to £180, will be presented  to Bishop John at the Mission Together Service at Sacred Heart Church in Goldthorpe, this Thursday, 1st December.  I have shown the children an interactive Advent calendar on the Cafod website.  You may wish to help your child to access it each day during advent starting this Thursday, 1st December by googling “cafod interactive advent calendar 2011” and download it following the links.
2.
SCHOOL CLOSED THIS WEDNESDAY, 30TH NOVEMBER
As you are aware, due to the strike action of several teaching and non-teaching unions, school will be closed this Wednesday, 30th November, re-opening as normal the following day, Thursday, 1st December.
3.
CHOIR + YEARS 4, 5 AND 6 CHILDREN

PANTO SINGING REHEARSAL – TUESDAY, 6TH DECEMBER, 3.30 – 4.30pm 

Children in Years 4, 5 and 6 and Y3 choir members are asked to stay behind on Tuesday, 6th December for a rehearsal of the pantomime songs.  This will replace the weekly choir practice.  Younger brothers / sisters of these children can also stay behind, if you prefer, to be collected at 4.30pm from the main entrance rather than you having to call twice.  Please return the appropriate slip to confirm your child(ren)’s attendance at this rehearsal of songs for “Oakwelloma”.   
4.
“OAKWELLOMA – THE PANTOMIME” - THURSDAY 8TH and FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER
Rehearsals for our pantomime –“Oakwelloma” –  are now well underway and tickets will be sent home with your child next Monday, 5th December.  You should be sending in items of clothing for your child’s costume this week, depending on the information you have received from your child’s teacher.

The photocall takes place on Tuesday, 6th December and the dress rehearsal on Wednesday morning, 7th December, following which I will be able to give you a better idea of finishing times.  Could I suggest that whoever attends the Thursday evening performance contacts other family members to pass on a more exact timing.  Photographs will be on sale before and after each concert and the whole production is to be filmed and the DVDs ready for collection by Friday, 18th December.  Final details of the pantomime will be sent home next week along with full details of the arrangements for collecting your child(ren) on our return from the “Spirit of Christmas” Ice Show at 4pm on Friday, 9th December.   Could I ask you to return the slip over the page if your child is allowed to walk home alone at 4pm after the Ice Show.
The post box will be put out next week for children to post their cards to other pupils. Please make sure your child puts the full name on the envelope to avoid confusion.  Letters for Santa should not be put in our box, although, as always I will re-address these to the North Pole!
And finally, congratulations to those gentlemen who have been supporting Movember and are looking forward to Thursday morning when their charity moustaches can be shaved off!

Yours sincerely

SP Harrison

NB  NO MORE PE LESSONS UNTIL JANUARY DUE TO CONCERT STAGING  IN THE HALL
REMINDER OF DECEMBER DIARY DATES
DECEMBER

Monday, 5th     
Panto tickets / calendars sent home

After school Film Club as normal

Tuesday, 6th 
am Panto Photo call

             3.30 – 4.30pm Singing rehearsal for Years 4 – 6 + Y3 Choir (replacing Choir practice)

Wednesday 7th 
am Panto Dress Rehearsal


3.30 – 4.30pm KS2 Street Dance in Catholic Club
Thursday 8th 
1.30pm    “Oakwelloma – The Pantomime”  
6.30pm 
      “
                      “
Friday 9th  

12.15pm School visit to Sheffield Ice Show, returning for 4pm

 
6.30pm  Final performance of “Oakwelloma – The Pantomime”  


Monday 12th
NO FILM CLUB 
Tuesday 13th 
3.30 – 4.15pm  After school choir
Wednesday 14th 
Children’s Christmas Dinner

Thursday 15th 
am Choir to The Meadows Care Centre, Sheffield


Pm Pantomime Theatre Company performance for all classes

Friday 16th  
pm CHRISTMAS PARTY AFTERNOON (NON-UNIFORM DAY)




3.30 – 5pm  Children’s Christmas Disco > Christmas Grand Draw
Saturday 17th 
7.30 – 9pm Family Christmas Night in Hoyland Catholic Club



Carols / Singing / Dancing and performances by School Choir + Street Dancers

Tuesday 20th  
2pm  Infant Nativity and Carol Service 


3pm  School closes for Christmas 

SCHOOL RE-OPENS ON TUESDAY, 3rd JANUARY, 2012 

This is a normal school day (NOT a party day) and school uniform should be worn

...........................................................................................................................................................

ICE SHOW AT THE ARENA – FRIDAY 9th DECEMBER

ONLY COMPLETE AND RETURN IF YOUR CHILD IS ALLOWED TO WALK HOME ON OWN
 I give approval for my child to make own way home at 4pm on Friday, 9th December

CHILD(REN)’S NAME(S) ……………………………………

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ……………………………………….   Date ..............................
.............................................................................................................................................................
SINGING REHEARSAL – CLASSES 4 + 5 (+ Y4 CHILDREN IN CLASS 3)
TUESDAY, 6TH DECEMBER, 3.30 – 4.30pm

I give approval for my child(ren) to take part in the above singing rehearsal   

I will collect my child at 4.30pm  YES / NO
I would like my child’s younger brother / sister to stay behind until 4.30pm as well YES / NO

I give approval for my child to walk home on his / her own at 4.30pm  YES / NO
CHILD(REN)’S NAME(S) ……………………………………

PARENT’S SIGNATURE  ……………………………………….   Date ..............................
