ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

HEADTEACHERS’ NEWSLETTER

MAY 2011
School closes for a fortnight’s Spring Bank break this Friday, 27th May, at the end of what has been a very short, disrupted but busy period of activity, re-opening on Monday, 13th June. Next year’s term dates are given at the end of this letter and a full colour page is attached.  This replaces previous information as there has been a change to the planned Inset dates.  
1.    SPONSORED WALKS THIS THURSDAY, 26TH MAY

Children can wear their own clothes for the walks strong shoes / trainers and waterproofs in case of showers. Children should bring the sponsor sheet back to school so that it is ready to be signed by their teacher at the end of the walk.  We will return to school at about 3.15pm. Parents who have accompanied the walks can take their children home once their child has collected the signed sponsor sheet from his / her teacher while others will remain in school until 3.30pm. If the weather is inclement the walk will take place on Tuesday, 14th June.  The on / off decision will be taken at 12noon for the KS1 walk.
CHILDREN IN CLASSES 3, 4 AND 5 will need to bring a packed lunch, provided for those entitled to scheme of aid, for our walk to Wentworth. We will be leaving from the rear of school at 11am. 
CHILDREN IN CLASSES 1 AND 2 will leave for their walk at 1.30pm.  Parents are welcome to join the walk, meeting in the rear playground at that time.  In the interests of safety we will remain together in one large group at the park, where we will meet up with the KS2 children returning from Wentworth.  Members of the PFA will serve refreshments.   The toilets will only be used if necessary. Children are not allowed to visit the playground area at the park or the shop and parents must, therefore, ignore requests to take them!  Please contact me if you are willing to act as a marshal for the walk.
On the subject of walking, the Walk TWICE each week to school in May slips are attached.  These should be returned by this Friday, 27th May.  You will have received information on the “Walk to School Week”.  A draw will take place on Friday from the slips returned for taking part and all slips will be entered into the Barnsley Council draw. The winner will receive a bicycle!
2.
THIS HALF TERM:-
(i) The children had a thoroughly enjoyable Royal Wedding Day on Thursday, 28th May, and I am very grateful to the parents who were able to put together a “fancy dress” for the occasion at very short notice. The day itself was filled with royal activities following a parade of costumes at assembly.  I hope that your child’s souvenir cup is still in one piece and will serve as a reminder to the children of our day of celebration. 
(ii) Miss Wright has been absent for most of this half term following an operation on her leg. I am very grateful to Mr Murphy who has taught Class 3 in her absence.  We all wish Miss Wright a speedy recovery and hope that she will be returning after the Spring Bank break.

(iii) SATs tests have been completed this half term and results and progress will be given in the annual end of year reports.

(iv) Sister Beate, our parish Sister, has been working on preparations for Pentecost with each class.  

(v) Year 5 pupils were given an enjoyable experience of secondary school life at Saint Pius Catholic High School on Thursday, 12th May.  The children took part in a Technology Day that included designing and creating a box to hold the buns and biscuits that they made from a recipe.  
(vi) Parents of Year 5 and 6 pupils were invited to a meeting with Mrs Fiona Louth, School Nurse, last week re the Sex Education lessons that take place after the Spring Bank break.
3.

PE AND SPORTS

(i)  Our sports teams have been very successful this half term and on Thursday, 12th May at St Pius 

a) Y3 / 4 children took part in a tennis tournament at St Pius.   
b) Y3 / 4 Boys’ Cricket team won through to the final at Thorpe Hesley which took place today.  

c)  Y5 / 6 mixed Rugby team won though to the finals at Wath Rugby Club.  
d)  Y5 / 6 children also took part in a Drax Cricket tournament.  The Boys’ team has already won through to the final that takes place at Whiston next month.

(ii) 
a) Our Y5 / 6 Golf team played in the South Yorkshire Finals at Renishaw Golf Club, Sheffield, last Wednesday winning through to the fourth round next half term – the Yorkshire finals!
b) Y5 / 6 Rugby team performed magnificently in the finals at Wath Rugby Club losing to Wath Central in a very close final.  

We are still to take part in golf, cricket finals as well as an annual football tournament. Our involvement has enabled the vast majority of KS2 pupils to represent the school.  One parent recently wrote “Can I say what a pleasure it was to watch the year 5/6's play in the tag rugby tournament at Wath Rugby club this afternoon.  I have been involved in Mini Junior Rugby for about 7 years now and I have to say I don't ever remember seeing a team with such a fantastic attitude towards the game. Rugby is all about playing the game in the right spirit and the respect, support and inclusivity shown by the team to each other was a credit to them”.  This, in a nutshell, epitomises, all we try to achieve at St Helen’s.  I am very grateful to Mrs Ivy Dorchester – Brown, School Sports Partnership Coordinator, for her hard work organising the tournaments, enabling our pupils to take part in such a range of inter school competitions.
4.
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS
(i) Our Film Club has taken place each Monday this term.  After the Spring Bank break there will be no Film Club.  It will recommence in September.  
(ii) Our very popular “Let’s Get Cooking” Club has taken place on Mondays led by Ms Beedham and Mrs Patsy Newell and attended by Class 3 pupils.
(iii) Children on Classes 1 and 2 have been taking part in a Wednesday after school Zumba Club, led by Miss Becky Youel. The club has proved to be very popular indeed and the high activity dancing tires me out just watching!  After half term Becky will be teaching Class 1 Zumba as part of their normal Monday PE lesson and the children will be performing at the Music & Dance afternoon in July.

(iv) Mr Chris McShane has continued to lead a Tuesday KS2 Choir and the children will be performing at the Music and Dance afternoon in July.

(v) After the Spring Bank fortnight KS2 children have the chance to join a Wednesday Cheerleading Club, led by Ms Becky Youell.  Becky has taught several Cheerleading groups who have performed at half time at Oakwell this season. There will hopefully be a performance by our Cheerleaders at the Music and Dance afternoon in July.
4.
NEXT HALF TERM

a) The after school Let’s Get Cooking Club continues each Monday until 27th June.

b) Due to Mr Chris McShane’s commitments the choir will next meet on Monday 13th June, the first day back.  
c) Parents and parishioners are invited to a KS2 Pentecost mass at 9.15am on Tuesday, 14th June.

d) Y4 children in Class 4 will take part in the “Playing For Success” scheme at Oakwell and Shaw Lane each Thursday next half term.

e) “New” parents and children due to start at St Helen’s are invited to an induction afternoon on Thursday, 16th June at 1.30pm with the children returning the following morning for another session in Class 1.

f) Y5 / 6 children take part in a programme of Sex Education lessons, led by school nurse Mrs Fiona Louth, during week beginning Monday, 20th June.  
g) Class 3 children walk at Langsett, Tuesday, 21st June, followed by a three day residential at Crowden YHA from Wednesday, 22nd June where they will experience a range of exciting outdoor pursuits in a beautiful part of the country. 

h) As our Year 6 pupils prepare for transfer to secondary school with a number of visits Year 5 pupils / parents are invited to an Open Evening at St Pius, 6pm on Thursday, 23rd June,  in readiness for September’s application to secondary school.

i) Year 5 pupils are to take part in a “Bikeability” Cycling Proficiency lessons on Monday, 27th and Tuesday, 28th June.  The children will be taught on the roads around the school by qualified cycling instructors from Barnsley’s Road Safety team. 
j) There will be an afternoon of music and dance, Monday, 18th July, starting at 1.30pm, which will include children in Class 1 performing Zumba and children who have had music tuition this year performing individual, group and class pieces.  There will also be an opportunity for the school choir and our ukulele orchestra to perform.  Awards will be presented for each instrument to the child who has particularly impressed the music teachers and the annual trophy to the most improved overall.   The funds raised (admission £1 each and possibly a raffle!) will go to our Kenyan Link School – KEG Primary School.

5.
ASSESSMENTS AND END OF YEAR REPORTS
Our teachers will be spending their half term break writing the end of year reports.  The reports will include details of how your child has worked this year with grades for progress, attitude and effort in the main subjects of English and Maths as well as information of how your child has performed in each subject as opposed to what work has been covered in class.  Results of recent SATs will also be given for each year group.  Although Parent Evenings are not arranged this term as the reports will give you the information that you need, there will be an opportunity for you to arrange a meeting with your child’s teacher if this is needed.
6.
LOST PROPERTY
Lost property, mainly school jumpers and cardies, will be set out around the petal shelter this week when the weather allows.  The clothes have two things in common.  They are all uniform items and none have a child’s name marked on the label! PLEASE PUT YOUR CHILD’S NAME IN ALL UNIFORM ITEMS.

7.
INCREASE IN MEASLES CASES – IMPORTANCE OF MMR IMMUNISATION

I have recently been informed by the Health Authority of the increase in cases of measles and mumps in South Yorkshire – mainly University students who have not received MMR vaccination.  I have therefore been asked to remind all parents of the importance of ensuring the children are up to date with MMR immunisations. Symptoms of measles include:- fever / irritability, cold / catarrh/ runny nose, conjunctivitis (sore, red, runny eyes) dry cough ,White spots on gums, diarrhoea, 
8.  
RETURN FROM ILLNESS

 There are a number of sickness / diarrhoea bugs around at the moment.  Could I ask parents, however, not to send children back to school before they have returned to full fitness, avoiding the risk of passing bugs onto others.  

And finally …  I trust you have an enjoyable half term break and that your child returns refreshed for the final half term of the school year.  Please note the dates of events arranged for this period included with this newsletter. You will be given full details of these, particularly the class visits, and informed of any changes to these or of additional events that I am sure will take place. 
Thank you for your continued support.
SP Harrison
SUMMER TERM DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

MONDAY 13TH 
SCHOOL RE-OPENS 


TUESDAY 14TH 
9.15pm KS2 PENTECOST MASS IN CHUR CH



3.30 – 5pm C3 LET’S GET COOKING CLUB – NO CHOIR



7pm PFA MEETING

WEDNESDAY 15TH 8.30am  Y5 / 6 GOLFERS LEAVE FOR THE WATERFRONT, WATH

10.30am C4 + 5 UKULELE @ ELSECAR MUSIC FESTIVAL 



3.30pm AFTER SCHOOL 
KS2 CHEERLEADING CLUB     


THURSDAY 16TH 
1.30pm  NEW CHILDREN / PARENTS’ INDUCTION AFTERNOON




2.30 – 6.45pm Y4 (CLASS 4) PLAYING FOR SUCCESS AT OAKWELL

FRIDAY 17TH 
9am – 12.30pm   NEW CHILDREN’S MORNING






pm CLASS 3 SWIMMING LESSON

6.30 – 8pm  CHILDREN’S DISCO

MONDAY 20TH  
Y5  / Y6 SEX EDUCATION WEEK 

TUESDAY 21ST 
NEW PARENT APPOINTMENTS  -  CLASS 3 TO LANGSETT




GUITAR TUITION – REPLACES FRIDAY’S LESSON




pm Y5 / 6 FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT @ OAKWELL ACADEMY
WEDNESDAY 22ND C3 RESIDENTIAL VISIT TO CROWDEN BEGINS

THURSDAY 23RD 
10am – 3pm  Y5 / 6 CRICKET FINALS @ WHISTON CRICKET CLUB


6pm Y5 OPEN EVENING AT ST PIUS

MONDAY 27TH 
Y5 BIKEABILITY TRAINING




CLASS 5 SOUTH YORKSHIRE TRANSPORT TRAINING

TUESDAY 28TH 
CLASS 1 TRIP TO WENTWORTH GARDEN CENTRE FARM 

WEDNESDAY 29TH pm SPORTS AFTERNOON - FINE WEATHER EXPECTED!

JULY   

WEDNESDAY 6TH 
pm CLASS 2 TO MAGNA – DANCE AFTERNOON
FRIDAY 8TH 

NO GUITAR / VIOLIN LESSON




LAST SWIMMING LESSON FOR CLASS 3

SUNDAY 10TH 
10.30am FIRST COMMUNION AT ST HELEN’S
FRIDAY 15TH 
Y6 ST PIUS DAY - SPORTS AND LITURGY 


pm KS2 TO BARNSLEY YOUTH THEATRE PERFORMANCE “GUYS AND DOLLS” 
SATURDAY 16TH 
5.30pm FIRST COMMUNION MASS + CELEBRATION AT ST MICHAEL’S

MONDAY 19TH 
1.30pm MUSIC & DANCE AFTERNOON - £1 ADMISSION
TUESDAY 20TH 
9.15pm LEAVERS’ MASS FOR KS2 PUPILS + PARENTS

THURSDAY 21ST 
LAST Y5 PLAYING FOR SUCCESS SESSION

7.30pm  LEAVERS’ NIGHT IN CATHOLIC CLUB

FRIDAY 22ND 
3.30pm SCHOOL CLOSES FOR SUMMER BREAK

NEXT SCHOOL YEAR 2011 - 2012
TERM

SCHOOL OPENS



SCHOOL CLOSES


AUTUMN 2011     MONDAY, 5TH SEPTEMBER 2011

FRIDAY, 21ST OCTOBER  2011
        MONDAY, 31ST OCTOBER 2011

TUESDAY, 20TH  DECEMBER 2011
SPRING 2012
TUESDAY, 3RD JANUARY 2012

FRIDAY, 10TH FEBRUARY, 2012
MONDAY, 20TH FEBRUARY 2012

THURSDAY, 5TH APRIL, 2012
SUMMER 2012
TUESDAY 17TH APRIL, 2012

FRIDAY, 25TH MAY, 2012

MONDAY, 11TH JUNE 2012


FRIDAY, 20THJULY, 2012
INSET DAYS (SCHOOL CLOSED FOR PUPILS:-
THURSDAY, 15TH / FRIDAY 16TH SEPTEMBER, 2011,  
MONDAY, 16TH APRIL, 2012

THURSDAY 3RD  / FRIDAY 4TH MAY 2012
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