ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Tuesday, 1st November, 2011
Dear Parent / Guardian                                                                                      
Welcome back!  I trust your child has had an enjoyable break and has returned to school ready to work hard this half term.  During the break fascias to the dining room, Children’s entrance and Classes 3 and 4 have been replaced.  I met with Mr Oliver Coppard, the Newham – Barnsley Partnership Officer (Newham being the site of next summer’s Olympics) during the break and have created links with the Headteacher of St Helen’s Catholic Primary School in Newham!  It is definitely a case of watch this space as we prepare for the greatest world sporting occasion that our country will ever have hosted (apart from 1966 of course!)  This half term is traditionally one of the busiest as we prepare for the events that lead up to Christmas and you will be receiving full details of all the planned events next week.  We welcome onto our staff this week Mrs Lax, an additional Teaching Assistant for Class 2.  I trust she will be very happy in our school.
1.
MEDALS & ACHIEVEMENTS 
(i)
Congratulations to the seventeen children who represented our school in the Cross Country finals at Herringthorpe on Thursday, 20th October.  They were all presented with medals supplied by Mr Steve Rowbotham, father of Olivia, Class 5.
(ii)
Congratulations to the Boys’ football team from Class 5 who won through to the Rotherham finals to be played next Tuesday, 8th November, at Wath Secondary School.  The Girls’ team will also play in the finals having had a bye in the qualifying rounds.  Well done to the Y3 / 4 Boys team that played so well against St Michael’s despite losing 3 – 1.
(iii)
Well done to all who took part in the Conker championship on Friday, 21st October, helping to raise £50 for Cystic Fibrosis.  In an exciting final Andrew Sanders beat Jordan Costa to win the trophy.  

(iv)
Visitors to our school this week for Class 3’s “Barnsley Sporting Heroes” project have included  Megan Sylvester, diving champion,  and Ian Sagar, paralympian basketball.  They were both very impressed with their interviews!
(v)
Congratulations to Lucy Gormanly, Class 4, who has been chosen to play Marta, one of the Von Trapp family, in the “Sound of Music” at the Lamproom Theatre in April. 

2.
SAMARITAN’S PURSE SHOEBOX APPEAL
Thank you so much to those who sent in shoeboxes before the half term break.  Over fifty were collected by Mrs Sue Stokes following a special assembly on Friday, 21st October.  These will help to make this Christmas special for children who live in Belarus, Eastern Europe, a country affected by war and poverty. Our School Pupil Council will be visiting the collecting station at the Methodist Church, Market Street, on Friday 11th November and will take any more boxes sent in before this date.   Thank you once again for your support and generosity.
3.
FAMILY BONFIRE/FIREWORKS DISPLAY, THIS FRIDAY 4TH NOVEMBER, 6.15pm
I hope you will be able to join us for our annual Family Bonfire and Fireworks Display this Friday evening, 4th November.  Tickets are available from the office, £2 adult, £1 child, or you can pay on the gate. Please note that, as this is a family event, children and youths are not allowed entry without an adult responsible for supervising their behaviour.  In the interests of safety, own fireworks and sparklers must not be brought.  As the event is to be held on the school field please wear suitable footwear as it will, no doubt, be muddy.  You don’t need to have any tea as pie and peas etc will be on sale!   Help is needed on the refreshment stall.  Please see Mrs Laraine Smith asap.  Parking is likely to be a problem so you are advised to arrive in good time and park away from the immediate area.  As always, please do not block the entrance area to the field in case access is needed by emergency services.    I would like to thank all those who returned Bonfire Night posters for our competition.  Congratulations the winners, selected by Mrs Jemma Conway, Barnsley Library.  They were:-  Isabelle Fairham (Class 5), Alex Lightfoot (Class 4), Morgan Pepper (Class 3), Lauren Etheridge (Class 2) and Megan Loy (Class 1).
4.
PARENT SESSION - FRIDAY, 11TH NOVEMBER, 3 – 3.30pm.

Our next Parent Session, an opportunity for you to look at your child’s recent work, takes place from 3 – 3.30pm on Friday, 11th November.  It would help if you could return the slip, to be sent out next week, so that your child’s work is set out.
5.
CHILDREN IN NEED DAY – FRIDAY, 18TH NOVEMBER
Please give your usual support to our annual Children in Need Day, Friday, 18th November, by sending in toys, games, books, bric a brac from Monday, 14th November.  Anything, apart from clothing and electrical goods, will be gratefully accepted.  All items should be in good condition and complete.  Parents are invited into the hall from 9 – 9.30am (no charge) and to the St Helen’s Got Talent Show from 1.15 – 3.30pm (£1 admission).  Please contact Mrs Laraine Smith if you are able to offer your help on Thursday afternoon, 17th November, or on the day itself (9 – 11.30am or 2 – 3pm).
Our best wishes have been sent to Fiona Harrison, former pupil, who visited Class 3 just before the half term break with her new bobsleigh.  As many of you will be aware, Fiona and her breakwoman, Sorita Shone, suffered injuries during trials in Germany last week.

Yours sincerely

SP Harrison
NB
1    The next Children’s Disco is on Friday, 11th November, 6.30 – 8pm 

2.   Donations are requested for our Christmas Hamper, the main prize in our Christmas

      Draw.  Please come to the office to add your name to the list.  The Christmas Draw

      Tickets will be sent home next week.
REMINDER OF DATES / EVENTS FOR THE HALF TERM
NOVEMBER

Thursday 3rd  
Classes 2 & 4 visit to Sheffield Synagogue

Friday 4th 
6.15pm Bonfire & Fireworks Display on School Field

Friday 11th 
3 – 3.30pm Parent Session

6.30 – 8pm Children’s Disco

Sunday 13th
10.30am Remembrance Sunday Parade to Cenotaph.  
Friday 18th 
Children in Need Day  


1.15pm   St Helen’s Got Talent Show - £1 admission

Friday 25th 
2.30pm Christingle Service – £1 admission to Mission Together

DECEMBER

Thursday 1st 
10am Class 5 to “Mission Together” Service at Sacred Heart, Goldthorpe.


(Please note change of plan - Class 3 > 5)

Thursday 8th 
1.30pm and 6.30pm  “Oakwelloma – The St Helen’s Pantomime” 

Friday 9th 
pm  Whole school visit to the Ice Sheffield Christmas Show (£5 ea)

6.30pm  “Oakwelloma – The St Helen’s Pantomime” 

Wednesday 14th   Whole School Christmas Dinner 
Friday 16th 
Children may wear own clothes to school

pm Christmas Parties   3.30 – 5pm Children’s Christmas Disco & Grand Draw

Saturday 17th        7.30pm Family Christmas Night in the Catholic Club – carols / singing & dancing

Tuesday 20th 
2pm  Infant Nativity and Carol Singing - £1 Admission for KAG School, Kenya

3pm  School closes for Christmas 
PLEASE NOTE SCHOOL RE-OPENS ON TUESDAY 3rd JANUARY 2012
