ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

HEADTEACHER’S NEWSLETTER

OCTOBER 2011
The first half term of the school year comes to an end this Friday, 21st October, with the Annual Conker Championship for our Key Stage 2 pupils raising money for Cystic Fibrosis Trust. Please note that we re-open on Monday, 31st October, not Tuesday, 1st November, as was marked on the school calendar.  Diary dates for next half term are included with this newsletter.  

1.
THIS HALF TERM …

(i) Several former pupils including Lucy Higgs, Charlotte Halton and Emily Whitworth have returned to our school for placements either as part of their university courses or prior to application to university.  I am always delighted to help former pupils in their training once they have completed their GCSE courses, especially those who are thinking of becoming teachers.

(ii) Parent Appointments were set in September for KS1 and 2 pupils.  The Reception Parent Appointments take place this Wednesday and Thursday and there will be further appointments for all parents in January 2011.   In between there will be an opportunity for parents to monitor their child’s work on Friday, 11th November, at a Parent Session from 3pm.  I have recently received the “Raise on Line” data of our most recent KS2 SAT results.  The report makes wonderful reading with our value added – the improvement made by all the children being well above National average and in the top six in Barnsley with 100% achieving Level 4+ in English, 50% Level 5 in Reading and 91% L4+ in Maths with 45%.at Level 5.
(iii) There have been several after school clubs this half term-

· Film Club (for all pupils) every Monday (continuing after half term from Monday, 31st October, new members  welcome)
· Let’s Get Cooking for a group of Class 5 pupils on Mondays led by Ms Beedham and Mrs Patsy Newell (has now finished)
· KS2 choir each Tuesday, led by Mr Chris McShane (continuing after half term from Tuesday, 1st November – new members welcome)
· Class 2 Multi Sports Club each Wednesday, run by Miss Erica McCabe, our PE teacher.  This has now finished for Class 2 pupils, Class 1 children are invited after the break from Wednesday, 2nd November)
·  KS2 Street Dance each Wednesday, led by Mrs Bekki Youell (continuing after the half term break)
· Girls’ KS2 Football Skills led by Hoyland Town coach Miss Leanne de Silva (has now finished)
(iv) Our Annual Fun Day, Saturday, 24th September, raised over £1,000.  This will provide the funds for every child in Key Stage 2 to take part in swimming lessons from during the Spring / Summer terms. This great effort was only made possible by those who helped in the organisation and arrangements on the day and to all who supported the event.  It really was a great community event.
(v)   Having prepared themselves with a walk at Langsett, Tuesday, 27th September,   

Class 5 took part in a very enjoyable residential visit to Crowden Youth Hostel, 28th – 30th September where they experienced archery, kayaking, rock climbing and abseiling as well as a zip wire and their favourite activity, climbing a waterfall!  Photographs can be seen on the school web site www.sthelenslive.net
(vi) Our two discos this half term have been very well attended and I am very grateful to those who come along to help.  The Fancy Dress Disco last Friday, 14th October was a great success and I was so impressed with the costumes, make up and the trouble that had obviously been taken to get the children ready.  The next disco is on Friday, 11th November, 6.30 – 8pm.

(vii) We were visited this morning by Mr Bishop, the new Headteacher of St Pius X Catholic High School and am really looking forward to working with him to promote the excellent work and results that are achieved at our Catholic secondary school.

(viii) October has been “Walk To School Month”. All slips should have been returned to school

by this Friday for selection of the T shirts and entry in the Barnsley  bicycle draw.  Our own walk twice a week in October slips are attached and those that return these or have ticked their classroom charts will be given this month’s badge.

2. MEDIA / ICT 
(i)
Our Year 5 children were offered the opportunity to take part in an arts consultation project at Elsecar Heritage Centre on Monday 26th and Tuesday, 27th September, and work with Fabric Lenny (Paul Slater) in artwork, photography and audio to give their opinions about what is currently available at the Centre, including the Newcomen Steam Engine, and their views for the future.  Their work is to be presented by Paul to the council.  I am delighted that our pupils’ voices have been requested in this project as it recognises yet again the high standard of media work in our school.  
(ii)
Class 3 pupils have started working with Miss Jemma Conway, Barnsley Museum Services, and Mr Paul Slater to make a documentary with a sporting theme – “Barnsley Sporting Heroes” -as part of the preparation for the Olympics.   Former pupil, Miss Fiona Harrison, a member of the GB bobsleigh team showed Class 3 a DVD of her exciting sport and was interviewed by the children  We are still in the process of inviting into school several more local heroes of sport. As part of the project, which is also involving another six Barnsley schools, some of the children are to work in seven other primary schools to film their work for the documentary.  This, of course, shows how highly our filming work is regarded in Barnsley.  The documentary will be shown at various high profile events and venues before the Olympics begin next summer.  
3.
PE / SPORT
(i) We are fast approaching the 2012 Olympics and we try to give our pupils as wide an experience as possible of sporting activities.  I am keen that as many of our KS2 pupils are given the chance to represent our school in sporting tournaments despite the discontinuance of the School Sports Partnership..
(ii) Thanks are due to Mrs Allana Rowbotham, mother of Olivia in Class 5, who kindly offered to

work with KS2 pupils in preparation for the Cross Country Finals at Herringthorpe this Thursday, 20th October.  
(iii) KS2 Boys football teams play at St Michael’s, Wombwell, this week while our Y5/6 Girls team has been given a bye into the finals.

(iv) I am very grateful to Mrs Bekki Youell, who has been running an after school Street Dance

Club each Wednesday this term.  The club continues after the half term break when Bekki will also teach dance in Classes 3 and 4 PE lessons each Friday.
4.
CHARITY WORK

(a)
SAMARITAN’S PURSE CHARITY 

Mrs Sue Stokes spoke to the pupils about this year’s appeal and your child was given an information leaflet to help guide you.  Shoe boxes are still available from the entrance area to be filled and labelled accordingly and brought back, please, by this Friday, 21st October.  Thank you in anticipation of your generosity.  We are providing the only presents that these children in Belarus, Eastern Europe, will receive this Christmas.  

(b)
CONKER CHAMPIONSHIP

Children in Classes 3, 4 and 5 are invited to enter our twenty second Annual Charity Conker Championship this Friday, 21st October.  Pupils wishing to take part should bring in the entry form and £1 by Friday.  The money raised will once again be donated to Cystic Fibrosis in support of Jack, son of former pupil Verity Brown, who is now approaching his fifth birthday.  The conkers for the competition have once again been supplied by Jack’s grandparents, Trevor and Carol.  Spare conkers will also be given to the children for you to thread and teach the finer skills of this traditional game over half term.  
(c)
CHILDREN IN NEED DAY – FRIDAY 18TH NOVEMBER

This year’s BBC Children in Need Day is on Friday, 18th November and we will yet again be giving our full support to one of the most popular dates in our school calendar. Perhaps your child could have a half term clear-out of unwanted toys and games that are in good condition and parents could sort out bric a brac to donate to our annual sale.  As we have so little storage space in school please do not send in any items until Monday 14th November.  Once again parents will be invited to the table top sales from 9 – 9.30am and to the afternoon “St Helen’s Got Talent Show” which will start at 1.15pm.  We will need help setting out the stalls on Thursday afternoon, 17th November, from 1.30pm, helping children run the stalls on Friday morning from 8.45 – 10.30am and serving tea / coffee in the afternoon at  2.30pm. Please contact Mrs Laraine Smith to offer your help.

5.
NEXT HALF TERM

(a)
FAMILY BONFIRE / FIREWORKS DISPLAY – FRIDAY, 4TH NOVEMBER

The gates open at 6pm on Friday, 4th November for our Annual Bonfire and Fireworks Display.  Children have already been given posters for designing / colouring during the half term break. These should be returned for judging on Monday, 31st October.  All we need now is your support to make the evening successful.  Tickets are on sale at Adult £2, Child £1. As this is a family event children will not be admitted without adult supervision.  We already have plenty of wood, thanks to ABS on West Street, who have been making deliveries to the field in recent weeks.   It is vital that parents come forward to offer help at our fund raising / community events so that it does not always fall on the same ones.  Please complete and return the slip sent home last week.
(b)
CLASS 2 AND 5 VISITS TO SHEFFIELD SYNAGOGUE
Having studied Judaism this half term as part of our other faiths week, Classes 2 and 4 will be visiting a Sheffield synagogue to learn more about the religion on Thursday, 3rd November.

(c)
ANNUAL PANTOMIME, THURSDAY 8TH / FRIDAY 9TH DECEMBER
This year’s pantomime “Oakwelloma” has a cowboy theme and, once again, there will be three performances of two evenings on the dates above and an additional afternoon performance on Thursday, 8th December.  This year the Reception pupils will not be taking part but, instead, will be rehearsing for their Nativity that takes place on the last day of term, Tuesday, 20th December, at 2pm.  

(d)
WHOLE SCHOOL VISIT TO SHEFFIELD ICE, FRIDAY, 9TH DECEMBER
The whole school will be taking part in a visit to “The Spirit of Christmas” Ice Show at Sheffield Ice on Friday, 9th December.  We will be leaving school at 12.15pm after an early lunch returning for 4pm.  As our final pantomime performance takes place that evening there will need to be a quick turn-round for the children to return to school by 6pm ready for the 6.30pm start.
(e)
CHRISTMAS PARTIES / DISCO and FAMILY NIGHT – FRIDAY 16TH / SATURDAY 17TH               
                                                                                                                                      DECEMBER

On Friday, 16th December, children may come in their own party clothes and you will be asked to send in food items to be shared at the Christmas parties that afternoon.  The Christmas Disco will take place immediately after school finishing at 5pm with the Christmas Grand Draw.  I hope you will be able to attend a Christmas Family Night of children’s song and dance to be held in the Catholic Club on Saturday, 17th December, 7.30 – 9.30pm.

. 
 6.
PREMISES 
The majority of parents have already made the full contribution of £18 for the current school year.  Plans are in place for the extension to the front and side of the school to begin in January 2012 with completion due by Easter 2012.  In fact you may have noticed that Mr Arnold has already started to “rescue” plants from the four large planters at the front of school before these are to be removed!   While we are not looking forward to the disruption that the work will cause the result will be yet another improvement to our school premises.  Over the half term break I hope that the fascia boards above the children’s entrance / Classes 3 & 4 and the dining room will be replaced.

And finally ..  I trust the children will enjoy their half term break.  We look forward to seeing them again on  Monday 31st October. 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 31st   
School re-opens

3.30 – 5pm  After School Film Club recommences

NOVEMBER

Tuesday 1st 
3.30 – 4.15pm After School Choir recommences

Wednesday 2nd 
3.30 – 4.30pm After School Multi Sports for Class 1 begins


3.30 – 4.40pm  KS2 Street Dance recommences in the Catholic Club.
Thursday 3rd  
 Classes 2 & 4 visit to Sheffield Synagogue

Friday 4th 
6.15pm Bonfire & Fireworks Display on School Field

Friday 11th 
6.30 – 8pm Children’s Disco

Sunday 13th
10.30am Remembrance Sunday Parade to Cenotaph.  Those who attend St Helen’s church may need to plan to attend mass in Wombwell or Goldthorpe that weekend if they are to take part in the parade.
Friday 18th 
Children in Need Day  


1.15pm   St Helen’s Got Talent Show - £1 admission

Friday 25th 
2.30pm Christingle Service – £1 admission to Mission Together

DECEMBER

Thursday 1st 
10am Class 3 to “Mission Together” Service at Sacred Heart, Goldthorpe.
Thursday 8th 
1.30pm and 6.30pm  “Oakwelloma – The St Helen’s Pantomime” 

Friday 9th 
pm  Whole school visit to the Ice Sheffield Christmas Show (£5 ea)

6.30pm  “Oakwelloma – The St Helen’s Pantomime” 

Wednesday 14th    Whole school Christmas Dinner

Friday 16th 
pm Christmas Parties   3.30 – 5pm Children’s Christmas Disco & Grand Draw
Saturday 17th        7.30pm Family Christmas Night in the Catholic Club – carols / singing & dancing

Tuesday 20th 
2pm  Infant Nativity and Carol Singing


3pm  School closes for Christmas 

PLEASE NOTE SCHOOL RE-OPENS ON TUESDAY 3rd JANUARY 2012
