THE FEDERATED GOVERNING BODY OF 

SACRED HEART, ST. HELEN’S AND ST. MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS

PARENT GOVERNOR NOMINATION FORM

Dear Parent                                                                                                Tuesday, 21st June, 2011
Two vacancies for parent representatives on the Federated Governing Body are to arise due to the end of the terms of office in August 2011 of Mr Phil Riley, father of a pupil at St Helen’s, and Mr Jeff Peake, parent of former pupils at St Michael and All Angels.  We are very grateful to both for their outstanding work representing parents on the Governing Body for several years, even prior to the formation of the Federation in September 2007.  
The role of a Governor carries with it a great responsibility but can also be extremely rewarding and while some may consider this to be daunting, please rest assured that a great deal of support and training will be made available to the successful candidates in the Autumn term.
Parents across our three schools have the right to nominate a fellow parent for the vacancies.  If you wish to do so please complete the form below and return to your child’s school by Thursday, 30th June, at 3.30pm.

As there are two vacancies you may wish to nominate one or two parents for the positions.  The nominee, proposer and seconder must all be parents of registered pupils at one of the three schools and all nominations must have a proposer and seconder.  The parent nominated should also indicate in writing his / her willingness to serve as a governor.  Nominations received after the above date and time will be invalid.  In the event of an election being required ballot forms will be forwarded to you from the schools.
Please read the letter attached which gives information about the role of governors and please do not hesitate to contact one of the Headteachers for further details.
Yours sincerely

M. Curran (Sacred Heart)  D. Hickey (St Michael’s)    SP Harrison (St Helen’s)
NOMINATION FORM – FEDERATION PARENT GOVERNOR
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The following parent is nominated to serve as a parent representative on the Federation School Governing Body.

	
	NAME
	ADDRESS
	Please enter your eldest/only child’s name who is a registered pupil at one of the federated schools
	Please indicate School and Year Group

	Nominee:
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	Seconder
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


To be returned to school by Thursday, 30th June at  3.30pm.
NOMINATION FORM – FEDERATION PARENT GOVERNOR
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Directorate for Children, Young People and Families

Berneslai Close

Barnsley S70 2HS

Tel: (01226) 773500  Fax: (01226) 773599

	Ref
	
	Enquiries to:
	Governor Development Services

	
	Tel:
	(01226) 772268

	Date
	As circulated
	
	


Dear Parent

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR(S) TO THE  FEDERATED GOVERNING BODY

Enclosed with this letter is a nomination form from the Headteacher which provides details of the number of parent governor vacancies on the School Governing Body.  If you are interested in taking up one of these positions please ensure that the nomination form is completed as indicated and returned to the school by the date and time shown.

What do Governors do?

Governors make an essential contribution to the life of the school, working as a team to provide the strategic direction for the school, raising standards, acting as a critical friend and being accountable.  This is done largely through meetings of the Governing Body.  Governors are eligible to serve for up to four years.

Governors arrange their own meetings, which are held at least three times each year.  They can discuss all matters concerning the school and have legal responsibility for many aspects of school life including curriculum, discipline, finance, staff appointments and the use of the premises outside school hours.

How many Governors are there?

The number of governors on the federated Governing Body is 21. In addition to parent governors there are governors representing the Local Authority, school staff, the local community and the Church.  The schools’  Headteachers are also governors.

What qualifications are needed?

To be an elected parent governor you must have a child who is a registered pupil in the school at the time you become a governor.  Governors do not need special skills, experience or qualifications, although these can be valuable.  The most important thing is to be interested in the life of the school and willing to be a committed and active governor.

How do Parents become Governors?

Anyone who wishes to serve as a parent governor has to be proposed and seconded by parents of registered pupils at the school.  If the number of parents nominated is equal to the number of vacancies, you are appointed to the Governing Body automatically.  You will be requested to undertake a check through the Criminal Records Bureau.  If the number of nominations exceeds the number of vacancies, a secret ballot of parents will be held to elect the parent governor.  You are requested to provide a brief statement in support of your nomination.  The statement will help parents to decide who they wish to be a parent governor.

Are all parents with a child at the school eligible?

A summary of disqualifications from membership of a Governing Body will be circulated to the nominees.  The summary is available from the Headteacher, Governor Development Services, Barnsley Intranet and www.governornet.co.uk.

How are Governors supported?

Governors are supported in a variety of ways.  These include the Governing Body itself, in particular the Headteacher and the Chair of Governors; the Local Authority through the Clerk who attends meetings of the Governing Body and Governor Development Services; through the Local Authority’s comprehensive Governor Development Programme, the Department for Children, Schools and Families which produces free publications for governors, and a number of internet websites:

www.governornet.co.uk
www.dcsf.gov.uk
Where can I get more information?

If you would like to find out more, or need clarification on any matter, you may ask the Headteacher of your child’s school, the Chair of the Governing Body, another governor or contact Governor Development Services, telephone 01226 772268.

Yours sincerely

Edna Sutton

Executive Director for Children, Young People and Families
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