ST HELEN’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Tuesday, 4th January, 2011
Dear Parent / Guardian
1.
CHILDREN AT RISK FROM PARENTS’ PARKING!

The start of the New Year has already, unfortunately, brought with it several complaints about the parking of cars in places that are causing potential danger to others. There are eighteen new children in Class 1 and just as I expect our children to set a good example to the new children in the school playground the same goes for our parents setting a good example for new parents regarding parking!    The problems are mainly caused by those who ignore basic parking rules in the school area.  THE YELLOW HATCHED AREA ALONG THE CHURCH LANE IS A “NO PARKING” AREA and is there to give pupils and parents a clear, safe area to walk down the lane towards the car park to the side / rear of the Catholic Club.  Also, PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN THE AREA AT THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH LANE as this is the main cause of congestion on the church lane and also makes turning into the church lane from West Street very difficult and, therefore, potentially dangerous.   Each year a number of “near misses” are reported to me and makes me very worried indeed about the safety of our pupils.
In addition, could I respectfully remind parents that the two yellow signs in front of the school clearly state that it is illegal to park directly outside the school from 8am – 5pm Monday – Friday.  
2.
CROSSING PATROL

We are very fortunate to have a very effective, regular school crossing patrol at our school, ensuring the safety of children and parents crossing West Street before and after school.  However, it is vital that all parents / children who cross West Street do so at the crossing patrol point and do not cross higher up or lower down the road.  I am aware that the council carried out surveys last term.  I would not like the council cut – backs to include School Crossing Patrols and therefore urge all parents / children to safeguard our own patrol through regular use. 
Yours sincerely

SP Harrison
